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By Ellenor Downer 
Staff writer 


Some families like to share memo- 
ries of past Christmas times. It might be 
from childhood or from adulthood, but 
recalling that special event feels good. It 
is a way to remember family members 
that are no longer here on earth or time 
when there were silver Christmas trees, 
F.W. Woolworth stores and S & H Green 
Stamps. 

Several people shared some of their 
Christmas memories. Hopefully, the 
words of Laura Ingalls Wilder ring true, 
“Our hearts grow tender with childhood 
memories and love of kindred and we 
are better throughout the year for having, 
in spirit become a child again at Christ- 
mas-time.” 

These people share stories of a first 
Christmas in a new home or getting a 
Christmas tree and decorating it. Some 


wrote of receiving a Christmas gift they 


Book early 
for your 


Free Live Music Saturday Nights 


Open 7 days 
liam - close 


308 East Main Street East Brookfield, MA 
774-449-8333 308lakeside.com 


really wanted and of getting one they did 
not want. Others shared memories of a 
church Christmas pageant, going tobog- 
ganing on Christmas Day and a silver 


Christmas tree. 


Special Christmas memories 


I have always loved Christmas. As 


Specials 


Free Valet Friday & Saturday 


ring us or 
Facebook 


Turley Publications Courtesy Photos 
These children participate in a Christmas pageant. These pageants are one of many 
Christmas memories. 


an adult I have come to resent the com- 
mercialization of the season, but I can’t 
lie and say that as a kid it was the same. 
I couldn’t wait to get my list in of my re- 
quests for Santa. My parents always and 
still have done whatever they can to make 
the season special. 


My favorite recent Christmas mem- 


Come Celcbrate 


White Christmas &: Ae 


ory is from our first Christmas in our 
house. It started on Christmas Eve when 
my wife’s family came over after church 
for the annual Christmas Eve party. Ev- 
erything just seemed to go well and there 
were no arguments from the kids going to 
bed before Santa came to the house. 
Christmas Day could not have gone 
any better. It had snowed overnight and 
the woodland landscape was covered in 
snow. All of the children’s grandparents 
were able to be there for the exchanging 
and opening of gifts, and the kids had a 
great morning. We were then able to go 
outside and play in the snow for hours. 
Between sledding, hiking in the woods 
and my wife’s family coming over to play 
with their kids in the snow, we couldn’t 
have asked for a better morning. The day 
only got better as it went on. More family 
came over for Christmas dinner, which al- 
lowed for everyone to get together. It was 
a simple day with nothing extraordinary 


happening, but just being able to have ev- 
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eryone get together made it a great day. 


Brian Laramee 


My happiest Christmas memory 
was when I was 12. I wanted a hairdry- 
er. My dad said no; I could dry my hair 
over the heating vent. My grandmother 
got me a hairdryer. I still have that dryer 
that had a plastic cap to cover the head 
with a hose attached. 


Jan Pierce 


One of my earliest memories of 
Christmas is of sitting in a chair beside 
my younger sister watching my parents 
as they were decorating our living room 
for Santa’s big visit. We had a silver 
Christmas tree (which was all the rage) 
decorated with red bulb ornaments and 
a rotating color wheel that lit up the tree 
with four colors (red, green, blue and 
yellow). The color wheel played a little 
musical tune when a button was pressed 
adding to our delight. We also had a 
cardboard fireplace display so Santa 
could get in the house to deliver our 
presents, and of course, someplace to 


hang our stockings. In the background 












“Our hearts grow tender with childhood memories 
and love of kindred and we are better throughout 
the year for having, in spirit become a child again at 
Christmas-time. ” 


the Italian singer Lou Monte was sing- 


ing “Dominic the Donkey” and “Pepino 


the Italian Mouse.” 
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— Laura Ingalls Wilder 


When I got a little older, I had what 
I thought was a great idea of how to 


get more from Santa. Instead of hang- 








FREE Parking 
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Trolley Museum 


2019 9 Winterfest and the 
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a> | before returning to the North Pole on Dec. 22nd 


ing just my sock on our beloved card- 
board fireplace, I would hang my tights 
thinking Santa would fill both legs. But 
Santa was too smart for that and what I 
got was what we always received from 
him - a red mesh stocking filled with a 
few little plastic toys and some pieces 
of hard candy. 

I once shared with my friends the 
fond memories I had of Christmas and 
the silver tree. I told them I still had the 
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original color wheel, the Lou Monte al- 
bum cracked in half and how the silver 
tree disappeared into the past. 

When [ suffered a health crisis right 
before Christmas one year, my dear 
friends wanted to find a way to support 
me and try to lift my spirits. They re- 
membered my story and put out a call far 
and wide to everyone they knew looking 
for a silver tree. That year I received not 
one, but two silver trees. I now put up 
all my trees, silver and green, at Christ- 
mas. It always brings back that special 
feeling of joy and childhood for myself 
and the rest of my family. 


Sandy Hood and her sister, Janie 


I love to decorate the Christmas 
tree. My favorite ornament to add to 
the tree is Mickey Mouse at a desk with 
a quill pen and ink well. My dad lifts 
my sister up to put the star on the top 
of the tree. Every year my family goes 
to Kip’s Christmas Tree Farm in New 
Braintree for a tree. 


James Laramee, 9 


One Christmas it snowed in the 
night. My mother, father, Mimi, aunts, 


brother, cousins and I went toboggan- 


ing in my Mim1’s field. The toboggan 
belonged to my mom and my aunts. All 
six of us fit on the toboggan and it was 
so much fun. I got a turn sitting in the 
front and also in the back. At the bottom 
of the hill, I fell off the toboggan into 
the snow. My dog Bailey came with us 
and ran all over the field. 

Elizabeth Laramee, 7 


One of my happiest and also fun- 
niest Christmas memories was the year 
several of my grandchildren participat- 
ed in the annual Christmas pageant. Our 
Sunday School superintendent Heather 
Stewart purchased a donkey costume. 
My granddaughter, Quinn, who loves 
all kinds of animals, was the donkey. 
Her role as the donkey was to walk be- 
side Mary and Joseph as they headed 
down the church aisle toward “Bethle- 
hem” in the front of the church. Quinn 
decided to crawl rather than walk, as 
donkeys have four legs, not two. The 
costume was a bit large for her and she 
kept getting caught in the fabric. Mary 
and Joseph arrived before the donkey. 
Even the shepherds and sheep got to 
Bethlehem before Quinn. 


The congregation on the side she 
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These youngsters get pulled on a toboggan. Snow on or around Christmas adds anoth- 
er activity for the holidays. 


was crawling watched her progress and 
started laughing. The people in the oth- 
er aisle wondered what was happening. 
Finally, the donkey arrived and prompt- 
ly laid down pretending to sleep by the 
manger. It still brings a smile to my face 
when I remember “the best Christmas 
pageant ever.” 


Ellenor Downer 


When I was 10 I wanted a bride 
doll. I saw the doll at Woolworth’s, a 
five and dime store in Worcester. Un- 


beknownst to me, my parents did not 


have a lot of money. My mother saved 
S & H Green stamps and got two bride 
dolls. One was for me and the other for 
a girl in a family poorer than us. It was 
the most disappointing Christmas ever. 
The doll did not look at all like the one 
in the Woolworth’s window — that one 
looked like a bride and was thin. This 
one was chunky. I hated the doll and it 
took awhile before I even put it on my 
bed. 


Jan Pierce 


THE 


CENTER 


At EAGLE HILL 


YOUR TICKET TO THE WORLD 


A PLACE TO DISCOVER MUSIC, DANCE, THEATRE, AND ARTISTS OF EVERY 


DISCIPLINE IN THE MOST BEAUTIFL SETTING IN CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS 


THE ULTIMATE MIXTAPE EXPERIENCE 


December 7, 7:30PM 
$38 (Adult) / $33 (Student & Senior) 


The Company Men are a nationally recognized pop vocal group which has performed 
over 2000 shows around the world. Unlike any other four-man vocal group touring today, 
The Company Men uniquely interweave today's Top 40 hits with re-imagined classics of 
the last six decades. In their new HOLIDAY SHOW, many of your favorite holiday hits are 
done in their signature mashup style. With songs such as Happy Holidays, Jingle Bell 
Rock, White Christmas, Winter Wonderland and many others, this show is fun for the 
whole family. With their throwback sound, smooth Motown moves and an incredible all- 
star band, The Company Men are ready to bring you an unforgettable evening of 


entertainment. 





January 18, 7:30PM 
$38 (Adult) / $33 (Student & Senior) 


For over 55 years, The Second City has performed social and political satire through 
scripted scenes, music and improvisation. Their alumni list is a veritable "Who's Who" of 
comedy, including Bill Murray, Steve Carrell, Julia Louis-Dreyfus, Tina Fey, and so many 
more. They're here to break all the rules they made famous in this all-new, all-hilarious 
revue that will leave you laughing...and questioning your very existence on this lonely 
planet. Okay, maybe not questioning your existence - but you're guaranteed to re-think 
everything you thought you knew about what's funny! Starring the next generation of 
comedy superstars, there are about a bazillion right reasons to not miss this show! 


Content Advisory: Please note that The Second City is known for nearly 60 years of political and social 
satire, some of it relating to issues and situations more appropriate for an audience aged 17 and older. 


Call for Reservations 413.477-6746 or Go Online www.thecenterateaglehill.org 
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around the holidays 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


As the holiday season approaches 
yet again, many parents and caregivers 
find themselves in search of the perfect 
festive holiday reads for the little ones 
in their lives. Whether you’re on the 
hunt for a cozy story to bring on Christ- 
mas vacation, a rhyming picture book 
that will become a holiday tradition, or 


a chapter book for the elementary-aged 


readers, the Clapp Memorial Library 


staff in Belchertown has plenty of ideas 


for you. 
The library’s Head of Youth Ser- 
vices, Jennifer Whitehead, recently 


compiled a list of her recommended 
holiday reads. Ranging from board 
books to chapter books, there is a title 
for every young reader on Whitehead’s 
list. 


“Trees of the Dancing Goats” and 


“Christmas Tapestry” by Patricia Po- 
lacco—Polacco has several wonderful 
holiday reads, said Whitehead, but the 
aforementioned titles are her favorites. 

“Beautifully written and illustrat- 
ed with heartwarming stories that show 
how we can be accepting of other’s be- 
liefs and experiences,’ Whitehead said. 

“Trees of the Dancing Goats” 
follows the story of Trisha, who loves 


the eight days Hanukkah but finds it 


hard to enjoy as her family is one of 
the few neighbors who have been 
spared from the scarlet fever epidem- 
ic. Then, her grandpa has an idea: 
they will cut down trees, decorate 
them, and secretly deliver them to the 
neighbors. Based on a long cherished 
childhood memory, this story cele- 
brates the miracle of true friendship. 
“Christmas Tapestry” is the story of 


Jonathan Jefferson Weeks; when a 


COLLECTIBLES SHOW 
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leak ruins the sacristy wall in his fa- 
ther’s church, Weeks thinks Christmas 
Eve service will be ruined. Luckily, he 
and his father find a beautiful tapestry, 
perfect for covering the damaged wall 
and giving the church a festive look. 
But then, an elderly woman recognizes 
the cloth—her discovery leads to a real 
miracle on Christmas Eve. 
“Polar Express” by Chris 
Van Allsburg— This classic 
tale requires no introduction; 
Whitehead believes the story 
speaks for itself. For millions 
of readers worldwide, this mys- 
terious journey to the North Pole 
has become a beloved classic. 
A young boy, lying awake one 
Christmas Eve, is welcomed 
aboard a magical trip to the North 
Pole. Through dark forests, over 
tall mountains, and across a desert 
of ice, the Polar Express makes its way 
to the city atop the world, where the boy 
will make his Christmas wish. 
“Chanukkah Guest” and “Hershel 
and the Hanukkah Goblins” by Eric 
Kimmel—*“Chanukkah Guest” is a 
funny one about a kind old woman and 
grumpy bear, and [Kimmel’s] scarier 
one, Hershel and the Hanukkah Gob- 


lins, is a great read aloud,’ Whitehead 
said. 

“Chanukkah Guest” follows elder- 
ly woman Bubba Brayna, who is hon- 
ored to serve the rabbi her renowned 
potato latkes. But when a bear shows 
up instead of the rabbi, the nearly blind 
and deaf old woman does not notice the 


difference. 


‘Hershel and the Hanuk- 


kah Goblins” has been a family favor- 


ite for decades. The leering goblins are 
equal parts terrifying and ridiculous as 
they match wits with Hershel, trying 
to keep him from lighting the menorah 
and celebrating Hanukkah. 

“The Crayon’s Christmas” by 
Drew Daywalt—“The crayon books are 


very popular with elementary students,” 





Encompass Health 


Getting the right level of rehabilitative care 

is important for a successful recovery. Our 
advanced technologies and specialized clinical 
experts provide better care for superior results. 
Most importantly, Encompass Health accepts 
most forms of insurance when you qualify for 
care. Speak up for your recovery and demand 
Encompass Health Rehabilitation Hospital of 


Western Massachusetts. 





The Joint Commission Disease-Specific 
Care Certification in Brain Injury 
Rehabilitation, Pulmonary Rehabilitation 
and Stroke Rehabilitation 
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Health 


Rehabilitation Hospital 
of Western Massachusetts 


222 State Street - Ludlow, MA 01056 « 413.308.3300 
encompasshealth.com/westernmassrehab 


Whitehead said. 

‘Tis the season to write holiday 
wish lists. But everyone—even the 
crayons—know the best presents are 

the ones that you give. In this unique 
book, readers get to see how Dun- 
can, the crayons, and their families 
celebrate the holidays. 

For little ones, Whitehead recom- 
mends “Little Blue Truck’s Christmas” 
by Alice Schertle 

With the gentle rhythm and sig- 
nature illustration style that made 
Little Blue Truck a household name, 
Blue’s new adventure is full of holiday 
warmth. Little Blue Truck is spreading 


cheer by delivering Christmas trees to 
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his animal friends. Readers can help 
count each green tree from one to five 
and back again, and more. 

And for chapter books, Whitehead 
recommends “The Vanderbeekers of 
141st Street’ by Karina Yan Glaser. 

The Vanderbeekers have always 
lived in the brownstone on 141st Street. 
It’s practically another member of the 
family. So when their reclusive, cur- 
mudgeonly landlord decides not to re- 
new their lease, the five siblings have 
11 days to do whatever it takes to stay 
in their beloved home and convince the 
dreaded Beiderman just how wonderful 
they are. And all is fair in love and war 


when it comes to keeping their home. 


& Health Corporation:1514443A-04 
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By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


Baking around the holidays brings back a 
lot of great memories for many people, wheth- 
er it was being able to help parents or grand- 
parents bake Christmas cookies, or learning to 
start your own traditions when you start having 
your own family. Or when you need to be able 
to share some with Santa every Christmas. 

My mother was a fantastic baker, and a 
very good cook, but it wasn’t often she let us 
help her, but Christmas baking was an excep- 
tion. 

She loved making sugar cookies in Christ- 
mas shapes and my favorite were the ones 
shaped like stars, with angels a close second. 
My job was to add the little metallic-like silver 
balls as decorations, which I was so excited to 
add to the cookies. My favorite to eat were the 
Christmas trees because you could eat a branch 
at a time. 

I don’t have her recipe, but I have plenty of 
memories. Luckily, several of our Turley Publi- 
cations employees have opened up their recipe 


files just for readers. Have fun making them.. 


Turley Publications advertising sales rep- 
resentative loves baking and makes dozens and 
dozens of cookies leading up to Christmas. 
This is one of her all time favorites because 
it’s so quick and easy, and is perfect for cookie 


swaps 


Ingredients: 

16.25 oz. box white cake mix 

1 4 cups dried cranberries (like Craisins) 

1 4 cups white chocolate chips 

2 eggs 

Yy cup canola or vegetable oil 

Icing (optional): 

6 tbsp milk 

4 cup light corn syrup 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

5 cups powdered sugar 

Cookie Instructions: 

Combine cake mix, eggs and oil in large mix- 
ing bowl and beat well. 

Stir in cranberries and white chocolate chips 
and stir well with a spoon. 

Chill dough in the refrigerator for | hour. 

Drop onto an ungreased non-stick cookie sheet 
in rounded balls. 

Bake for 8-10 minutes until bottoms are gold- 
en brown. 

Icing Instructions: 

Whisk together milk, corn syrup and vanilla. 

Add powdered sugar and whisk until smooth. 

If icing becomes too thick add milk | tbsp at a 
time until desired consistency. 

Optional Toppings: 

Dust tops with powdered sugar. 

Drizzle tops with icing (see recipe above). 

Notes: 

Store cookies in an airtight container at 
room temperature for up to five days. 


Freezing Instructions: Cookie dough balls 








Cranberry white chocolate cookies 


may be frozen for up to 3 months. Bake 
from frozen for an additional 1-2 min- 
utes. Baked cookies will also freeze 
well for up to 3 months, thaw to room 
temperature before serving. 

Submitted by Jocelyn Walker, ad- 


vertising sales representative 


Longtime Barre Gazette editor al- 
ways bakes around the holidays, and 
this is one of her favorite choices to 


make at Christmas. 


SNOWBALLS 
AKA RUSSIAN TEA 
CAKES 
1 c butter 
1/2 c confectioners sugar 
2 1/4 c sifted flour 
1/4 tsp salt 
1 tsp vanilla 
1/4 c chopped walnuts or pecans 
Cream butter, add sugar and cream 
again. 
Then add salt and flour. Mix and then 
add nuts and vanilla. 
Refrigerate for at least one hour. 


Form into one inch balls. Place about 


two inches apart on ungreased cook- 
ie Sheet. Bake 10 to 12 minutes in 

a 350-degree oven. Roll balls when 
warm in confectioners sugar. Let 
cool and roll in confectioners sugar 
again. 

Paula Ouimette, our office manager 
in Ware loves this making this treat for 
her family, and thankfully for those of 
us who work in the Ware office as well. 
It certainly doesn’t last long because 
it’s irresistible. She said it’s hard not to 


sample it once it has been made. 


CHRISTMAS CRACK 
Feel free to add 1/2 cup of chopped 


nuts or coconut flakes on top once 
you’ve poured the melted chocolate. 
You can use darker chocolate with 
higher percentages of cacao, but these 
chocolates sometimes become brittle 
and separate from the cracker layer. 
Cooling this candy overnight in the 
fridge is recommended since cooling it 
in the freezer can cause the chocolate 
layer and the cracker layer to separate 
when you “crack” the candy. If you 


need to freeze, let the crackers warm up 
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Christmas crack 


for about 10 minutes before cracking. 
Prep time: 10 minutes 
Cook time: 15 minutes 
Yield: About 35 pieces 
Ingredients 
28 to 35 saltine crackers (about one 
sleeve, enough to line your tray) 
1 cup (220 g) packed dark brown sugar 
1 cup (225 g or 2 sticks) unsalted butter 
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 


2 cups (10 to 12 ounces) semi-sweet 
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chocolate 


Special equipment: 
Jelly roll pan (10x15-inches) 

Method 

1. Preheat the oven to 400F. Line a 
10x15-inch jelly roll pan with nonstick 
aluminum foil (preferred) or regular 
heavy duty foil, making sure that the foil 
completely covers the bottom and sides 
of the pan. If using regular foil, spray 
lightly with baking spray. Line the saltine 


crackers in a single layer on the bottom. 
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Hartman's Herb Farm 
1026 Old Dana Rd., Barre, MA & Bep & BREAKEAST 


978-355-2015 
Christmas (pen Sfoube 
November 29 - December 23 


Available for Parties 


Boxwood Wreaths, Roping (Cedar, Pine, Balsam) 
Loose Greens (Boxwood, Cedar, Juniper) 
Holiday Centerpieces, Gift Baskets - All sizes 
Boxwood Christmas Trees, Ornaments, Potpourri, Spices, 
Jellies & Preserves, Wreaths, Hand designed & crafted gifts!! 


yp Fachap Lunch December 16 & = 
Gel-a-way 


in our dhe Che * sod aii 


Our post & beam dining room is available for Weddings, 
Showers, Family Reunions and more!! Groups of 20 to 150! 


Gift Shop 
Open 7 Days 
10am - 5pm 


f harmansherbfarm * www.HartmansHerbFarm.com 
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CounBy Reads 


of North Central Massachusetts 
| 13th Annual 


Dec. 7 4-7pm 


Mem. Dec. 8&9 
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Its amazing what hidden treasures 
are just outside Our back GQoors 


www.countryroadschristmas.com 
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to yours Used Auto Parts & Recycling - 


“Salvage the Best — Recycle the Rest!” 
147 BAY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN 


e Used Auto Parts.... “If we don’t have it we’ll locate it 
through our nationwide network!” 


Bring us your waste oil, antifreeze, unwanted steel 
and old batteries FREE of Charge! 


Open: Mon. — Fri. 8 to 5, Sat. 8 to 1 


413-323-4210 
1-800-358-5100 


LIKE US ON 
eleslelele) 4 


— 
Bought, Sold, Traded | 


e Fishing Tackle 
e Hunting Supplies 
e Sporting Goods 


: : : | 
Live Bait e& Accessories | 


R & R Sport Shop 


QUALITY AT REASONABLE PRICES 
4 413.323.6785 e Rich Kimball and Jim Collins 


16 Federal St., Jct. Rt. 9 & 202 ¢ Belchertown, MA 01007 } 


Holiday Gift Certificates Available 


SE 


2. Make the caramel sauce: Place 


the brown sugar, butter and salt in a me- 
dium sized saucepan. Cook on medium 
heat, stirring frequently, until the butter 
melts. Continue to cook, stirring occa- 
sionally, for another 3 to 5 minutes, just 
until the mixture comes to a boil and 
starts to darken. Remove from heat and 
stir in the vanilla extract. 

(Note: You’re not actually making 
true caramel here, so you don’t need to 
be as precise or worry about the tem- 
perature of the caramel. Just make sure 
it comes to a boil and wait for it to dark- 
en slightly, then continue.) 

3. Pour the hot brown sugar mix- 
ture over the saltine crackers. Spread to 
evenly coat the crackers. 

4. Move the pan to the oven and 
bake for 5 minutes. The caramel will be 
hot and bubbly. 

5. Melt the chocolate: Place the 
chocolate in a microwave-safe bowl. 
Cook it in the microwave in 30-second 
intervals at full power, stirring between 


each cook time, until the chocolate has 





melted. 

6. Pour the chocolate over the 
baked crackers: Once the crackers are 
done baking, remove from oven and al- 
low to cool for 1 minute, until the car- 
amel is no longer bubbling. Then pour 
the melted chocolate over the crackers. 
Use a spatula to spread the chocolate 
evenly over the top. 

7. Cool the crackers overnight: Let 
the crackers cool to room temperature 
then move to the refrigerator and cool 
over night. 

8. “Crack” the crackers: The crack- 
ers will form a single sheet once cool. 
Remove from pan and gently peel the 
foil away, being careful not to tear the 
foil. (if any bits of foil tear and get 
stuck in the caramel, break those bits 
away and discard.) Cut the candy into 
snack-sized pieces using a chefs knife 
(you can use your hands, too, but some 
people find it easier to do with a knife). 

Store in an airtight container in the 


refrigerator for about a week. 


Gingerbread 
goodness 





ingerbread is a_ broad 
term that can describe 
anything from a firm 
and crispy cookie to a moist, soft 
cake. Traditionally, gingerbread is 
seasoned with ginger, cloves, nut- 
meg, and other aromatic spices. 
Molasses and brown sugar coun- 
teract the spice with sweetness. 
North Americans have been bak- 
ing gingerbread in various shapes 
or forms for more than 200 years, 
and the recipes even pre-date the 
American revolution. However, 
gingerbread dates back even fur- 
ther to the Shakespearean era, 
with The Bard having mentioned 
it in one of his plays. Ginger- 
bread’s name can be trace to me- 


dieval England and once referred 





to any kind of preserved ginger. 
The term went on to reference 
ginger-flavored cakes in the 15th 
century, and gingerbread eventual- 
ly became popular throughout the 
world. Even though gingerbread 
cakes and cookies have been made 
for centuries, Germans are often 
credited with creating gingerbread 
houses, according to Smithsonian. 
They were probably modeled after 
the witch’s candy cottage in the 
German fairy tale, “Hansel and 
Gretel.’ Even though gingerbread 
can be made any time of year, it 
is particularly associated with 
the Christmas season, with gin- 
gerbread men and other fanciful 
shapes turning up on cookie plat- 


ters. 
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Direct 


from the 
North Pole 


Send a child something special 
this Christmas - a Personalized 
Letter from Santa! 








Brought to you by 
Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime 
is a special opportunity 
to personalize a child’s 
Christmas holiday! 


They'll also receive an 
autographed photo along 
with a special gift. 





Simply cut out the coupon below, fill in your payment information and 
enclose your check for $10.95.* The letter will be delivered with the 
autographed photo and special gift just in time for Christmas! Quantities are 
limited, so don’t delay, order your gift today! 


ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 
$10.95 for the first one, $9.95 for each additional. Please include phone 
number. Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12/20/19. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 








YOUR NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 


PHONE 
PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 


_]CHECK LIVISA [JMASTERCARD [JAMEX  [_JDISCOVER 


CREDIT CARD # 
EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 
PHONE: 

MAIL THIS COUPON T0: 


Santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: cgriswold@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 
Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 


time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


The holidays are a fun time of the 
year to exchange presents, sing Christ- 
mas carols and be with family. 

But it’s also a great time to take in 
some great sports action. 

During the holiday season, there a 
few great tournaments that take place 
with a number of high schools partici- 
pating. 

Prior to the Christmas vacation, 


one popular boys basketball showcase, 


though not a full-fledged tournament, is The Winter Classic hockey tournament will be held at Fitzpatrick Rink in Holyoke on 


the Tip-off Classic at the University of Dec. 26 and 27 this year. 
Massachusetts-Amherst. 


The classic was started several 


RRS cau 6 


= OB has a way of Dee Peon 


With the passing of another year, we reflect on the events that changed our 


lives-some of them good, but for some, there have been better years. 


Fortunately, time has a way of healing, and letting us go forward-a promise 
of better years to come. Whatever last year brought you, we want you to know 
our family’s thoughts are with you for a healthy and happy New Year. 


BEERS & STORY 


FUNERAL HOMES AND CREMATION SERVICE 


Palmer 
283-9061 Directors, 
__ Wendy Story, 


Belchertown 


323-6961 


South Hadley 
533-4400 


years ago, and is a student-run tourna- 


ment that features games between sev- 


Marc Gaudreau, 
Alyssa Boyko & 
Crystal Champigny 








eral teams in Western Massachusetts, 


and a few times from the eastern side 








FULL SERVICE SALON FOR MEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN 


of the state. One game that has often 
been the “main event” of the evening 
has been between South Hadley and 
Granby. 

Belchertown, Palmer, Agawam, 
Chicopee and Holyoke have also partic- 
ipated in the event in the past and some 
of those teams will participate again this 
year. 

Eric Castonguay, athletic director 
at South Hadley High School, said par- 
ticipating in the showcase is a great way 
to start the season and get people into 
the sport. 

“Tt brings people out to the campus 
and the kids want to come and play here 
at the end of the season, too,” he said. 


“So this is a great way to showcase the 





HAIR EXPRESSIONS 


© 413-283-2755 ° 





2166 Main Street, Three Rivers, MA 01080 


Cuts, Coloring, High Lighting, Waxing, Manicures, 
Pedicures, Shellac, Updos, Extensions 


The Phil Tomkiel Tournament is a holiday wres- 
tling tournament that has become a tradition in 
Agawam and normally features wrestlers from 

all over the region and beyond. 


sport and bring spectators.” 

South Hadley girls basketball partic- 
ipates in a four-team tournament at Hoo- 
sac Valley the week before Christmas. 
Castonguay said it is well-attended and 
is a great experience for the players and 
fans. 

“The team bonds well and it’s a fun 
thing to do right before Christmas for the 
team,” said Castonguay. 

The Winter Classic has become a 
New Year’s Day tradition in the world 
of hockey. Two teams in the National 
Hockey League play on the outdoor ice 
at various locations. The Boston Bruins 
have played at both Gillette Stadium and 
Fenway Park. 

Locally, the Winter Classic is hosted 
by Chicopee and Chicopee Comprehen- 
sive High Schools. The two teams have 
traded turns as the host school. This year’s 
Winter Classic will take place at Fitzpat- 
rick Rink, Chicopee Comprehensive’s 
home ice. The Colts and Pacers will be 


joined by West Springfield and newcomer 


YOUR ENTIRE 


PURCHASE 
AT Wilbraham, MA 





OFF 


File photos 


Agawam this 
year. 

“Because 
of the popu- 
larity of the 
Winter Classic 
in the NHL, 
we think this 
tournament 
resonates with 
the people and 
our games are 
always really 
well-attended,” said Chicopee Athletic 
Director Sean Mackin. “We have some 
great hockey over the course of two days 
and it’s always a lot of fun for the play- 
ers.” 

At one point or another, Chicopee 
and Chicopee Comp often match up with 
one another, adding more chapters to their 
great cross-city rivalry. 

“We are excited to have it again this 
year and we hope people will continue to 


come out and enjoy it,” said Mackin. 


SUNME 
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ORGANIC INGREDIENTS 


TINCTURE 
BLUEBERRY 


This year’s tournament will take 
place right after Christmas, starting on 
Thursday, Dec. 26, with the semifinals, 
followed by the consolation and finals on 
Friday, Dec. 27. 

And if you’re into some great high 
school wrestling, the Phil Tomkiel Holi- 
day Tournament has been a great tradition 
for more than 20 years. 

It is currently scheduled to be held on 
Dec. 30, and is an all-day tournament that 
features teams from all over the region as 


well as several teams that have traveled 





Your 
CBD Store 


Wilbraham 


bac 


DISCOVER 
NATURAL RELIEF AT: 


2442 Boston Rd., Unit B 
(413) 279-1809 
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from Connecticut and New Hampshire 
over the years. Teams from Eastern Mas- 
sachusetts have also attended. 

“Tt’s a great day and a lot of fun and 
competition for everyone,” said Agawam 
Athletic Director David Stratton. 

Stratton said the spectators can come 
and watch action on up to four mats at 
a time, and wrestlers see multiple oppo- 
nents. Both wrestlers and fans have an op- 
portunity to see wrestlers they would not 
normally see, and be exposed to tougher 


competition. 





Products have not been evaluated by the Food & Drug Administration and are not intended to diagnose 
treat, cure, or prevent any disease. Consult your physician before use. For use by adults 18 years+. 
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By Emma Monahan 
Staff writer 


here are many traditions during 

the holiday season. From bak- 

ing cookies to building a snow- 
man, there’s one thing that many house- 
holds have, a beautiful Christmas tree. 
There are different things that people 
look for in a tree, and different ways to 
go out and get one. Some people may 
want to make a whole day out of it, oth- 
ers pick one up and leave, but it’s a tra- 
dition nevertheless. 

Growing up in Massachusetts, my 
family participated in the first option. 
We’d stick with a tree farm that had 
that “romantic” feeling, such as Kip’s 
Christmas Tree Farm on Utley Road, in 
New Braintree. I remember walking the 


fields with owner Doug Waugh, who 


has been taking care of people for 40 
years, checking out the reindeer he had 
in a petting area and my mother looking 
at the handmade wreaths. 

There are many people in New En- 
gland who search for a place such as 
Kip’s, and having the opportunity to go 
out and look for that perfect Christmas 
tree in a quintessential New England 
town. Everyone looks for something 
different though. 

“You can’t tell someone to go pick 
out a tree for them,’ said Waugh. “Ev- 
eryone wants something different.” 

It’s true. In a survey distributed out 
to readers of Turley Publications via 
social media, participants were asked 
questions such as what attributes they 
look for in a tree. Thirty percent said 
they look at height first, 26 percent 
look at type. 36 percent said they look 
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Kip’s Christmas Tree Farm, located in New 
Braintree, has nearly 25,000 trees planted, 
each taking about 10 years to grow. 


FLAG SHIP STORE 
Corner of Rte. 116 & Bay Road 
South Amherst, MA 01002 


413.253.9528 


K arr S SATELLITE LOCATION 
ATKINS FARMS - YOUR LOCAL MARKET 


113 Cowls Rd., North Amherst, MA 





Atkins Farms ... where the apple is Just the beginning! 
ATKINS CAN HELP MAKE YOUR 
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at width second and 31 percent look at 
width. In both categories, the three other 
options, scent, color, and type, received 
scores of less than 20 percent. 

Participants were also asked if they 
preferred to cut their own trees or find 
one pre-cut. Surprisingly, it was a close 
tie. Forty-seven and half percent of those 
surveyed preferred to cut their own, 
while 52.50 percent preferred a pre- 
cut tree. Those who prefer to cut their 
own much enjoy the experience, anoth- 
er question on the survey. Seventy-nine 
percent they do prefer to do so. 

Waugh jokes that the “green ones” 
are the most popular. Out of the 20- 
25,000 trees planted on his farm, there 
are several to pick from, Concolor fir, 
Canaan, Korean fir, white, blue and 
Norway spruce. Because of the wet soil, 
popular trees such as balsam and Fraser 
cannot be grown on Waugh’s property, 
but he has them brought in from other 
farms so customers can have those op- 
tions. 

In the comments section of the sur- 
vey, many people talked about the type 
of experiences they like to have while 


finding that perfect Christmas tree. 





on all 100 Series 
snow blowers 
expires 12/31/19 


“We love to make a morning of it,” 
wrote one responder. “Go out for a hot 
breakfast and spend a good hour, hour 
and a half trudging around the back 
fields looking for the perfect tree. We 
spend the rest of the day setting it up, 
stringing up the lights and decorating it.” 

Waugh talks about that “romantic” 
feeling as stated before, and how peo- 
ple are looking for locations such as 
his more and more now a days. He says 
there’s a niche for the place, and it serves 
a certain amount of people, but he still 
finds tree hunters from all over coming 
to his farm. 

“T have a family from Maine who 
said Waugh. “The 


dad told me he used to come here as a 


come every year,’ 


kid, and now he’s bringing his own. It’s 
amazing.” 

For some, it’s the height that mat- 
ters, a large eight to nine-foot tree. Oth- 
ers want the fattest tree in the lot, with 
no bare spots. In the end, it is all bout 
how you decorate it. 
full of 


homemade and gifts ornaments, there 


Colored or white lights, 


is no “perfect” Christmas tree, everyone 


has their own individual taste. 


SAVE BEFORE THE SNOW FALLS. 


Husqvarna snow blowers offer optimal performance in any environment. Powered 
by Husqvarna engines, they feature intuitive controls, ergonomic designs and are 

backed by an industry leading warranty. We can’t stop winter from coming but we 
can help you save before it does 


on all 200 Series 
snow blowers 
expires 12/31/19 


EXTENDED WARRANTY 


Go from 3 to 4 years of warranty when you 


purchase any snow blower. 


SPECIAL FINANCING 


Ask how you can qualify for 0% financing 


on select snow blowers. 


413-544-9027 I 








on all 300 Series 
snow blowers 
expires 12/31/19 
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Need some decorating inspiration? Staff Reporter Emma Monahan’s family uses 
rustic/farmhouse inspiration with old fashion sleighs and primitive ornaments, and a 
photo bomb from the family cat. 
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Confronting 
hunger, 
keeping 


spirits warm 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff writer 


s temperatures recede 


and darkness falls earli- 





er each evening, winter 
is fast approaching. When the full 
effects of the season take hold, 
the demand for volunteers in soup 
kitchens and food pantries will 
skyrocket. 

Fortunately, dozens of agen- 
cies in Western Massachusetts aim 
to alleviate the burden confronting 
local residents battling hunger. In 
order to meet the needs of patrons, 
the organizations lean heavily on 
donations and volunteer contribu- 
tions. 

“It’s extremely important 
to have access to a nutritional 
meal, especially during the cold 
weather. Having people available 
to serve a meal or help out in the 
pantry is critical; we depend on 
our volunteers,” said Will Puckett, 
of Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen and 
Pantry, located at 170 Pendexter 
Ave. in Chicopee. 

Non-perishable food items 


are always of great significance; 


canned vegetables, fruits or chick- 
en all make for valuable dona- 
tions. Cereal and dried pasta are 
sought after as well. 

Visiting an agency and ex- 
tending a hand is a much-appreci- 
ated gesture. Mary Lou Guarnera 
of the Neighbors Helping Neigh- 
bors Food Pantry, 30 Carew St. in 
South Hadley, offered up a genu- 
ine incentive to volunteer. 

“There is nothing as reward- 
ing as helping another human be- 
ing. It’s really the best way to get 
out of your own problems,” she 
said. “When you are feeling over- 
whelmed in your own life, and 
things are not going the right way, 
if you can do something to help 
somebody else, that is the fastest 
way to take care of your own self.” 

Pantries and kitchens are not 
the only places seeking volunteers 
to upend hunger. By supplying a 
number of agencies with an array 
of food items, the Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts has assist- 
ed the community since 1982. 

“The Food Bank really relies 
on the support of its volunteers,” 


said Lillian Baulding, a commu- 





Volunteers at the Holy Mother of the Rosary Polish National Church in Chicopee get 
food ready for the church’s soup kitchen. 





Turley Publications file photos 
Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen and Pantry volunteers get dessert ready for diners. 
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¢ Website: 
www.christmas-barn.com 
¢ GPS Address: 

1 Northwest Road 
Spencer, MA 01562 


‘OAKWOOD FARM CHRISTMAS BARN 
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House Tours. Wine. Music, Hot Cocoa Bar 
Holiday Treats & More! 
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Book your Christmas & 
Holiday Parties with us! 
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Nancy Collina and Marisa Carpenter volunteer at the First Congregational 
Church’s food drive to benefit the Pioneer Valley USO. 


nications and engagement officer. 
“We have a staff of about 45, but we 
have a much larger crew of volun- 
teers who help us out by storing and 
packing food in our own warehouse 
and distributing it to agencies and 
residents in four counties.” 

With its headquarters located at 
97 North Hatfield Road in Hatfield, 
the operation covers territory in 


Franklin County, Hampshire Coun- 


Famous Portuguese and American Cuisine 


ty, Hampden County and Berkshire 
County. The Food Bank distributes 
items that come from the state and 
federal government, as well as do- 
nations from local farms and busi- 
nesses. 

Baulding noted that the major- 
ity of volunteers often contribute 
during the holiday season. She re- 
minded residents that the need for 


help exists throughout the entirety 


= ee) 
18 Canterbury St., Ludlow, MA 
413-583-6351 
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VANAWALKe) antz-lalel el-valanvaereyanl 


AKO Wace ON es 


DECEMBER EVENTS 


Christmas Banquets in our facility 
or outside catering always available 
Booking Holiday parties in our Dining Room. 


CHRISTMAS EVE 


Open until 6pm for takeout orders, 
Dining Room closes at 5pm 


We appreciate our customers, 
thank you for 39 years in business, 
Happy Holidays & Best Wishes 
from Jorge & Fatima Barroso 
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Eat In Our Lounge or 
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of the year. 

“T think that a lot of people look 
for volunteer opportunities during the 
holidays, which is great, but some- 
times during the other seasons we 
don’t have as many volunteers,” she 
said. “There are a lot of opportunities. 
If they have the time, it’s great for 
people to volunteer at different times 
throughout the year.” 

Considering the quantity of 
agencies in Western Massachusetts, 
there is almost certainly a volunteer 
opportunity nearby. Mary Cassidy, 
executive director of the Community 
Survival Center at 240 Main St. in In- 
dian Orchard, elaborated on how one 
can discover an avenue to contribute. 

“If you’re going to check out any 
agency, go to its website; that will tell 
you a lot about it,’ she said. “There 
should be information that tells you 
its mission; tells you its need.” 


Cassidy continued to note that 
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most agencies strive to facilitate a 
friendly environment. Tours of the 
Indian Orchard facility are available 
to prospective volunteers. 

The staff at Lorraine’s Soup 
Kitchen and Pantry is also invested in 
creating a pleasant environment. New 
volunteers are not rushed into their 
duties. 

“We always give people one day 
so that they can experience it. We 
don’t schedule them for three weeks 
in arow or all day long,” said Puckett. 
“It’s a great way to connect with peo- 
ple and develop empathy on another 
level. Caring for others is a privilege, 
if you ask me.” 

To learn more about soup kitch- 
ens and food pantries in Western 
Massachusetts, one can visit the Food 


Bank’s website at foodbankwma.org. 


Melha 
2 Shriners 


NEW LOCATION 


For information call the Melha Shrine Office 413-736-3647 
melhashriners.org/festivaloftrees/ 
www.facebook.com/events/336020853737503 


$5 per person w/children ¢ 3 and under FREE 


CRAFT FAIR 
RAFFLES ¢ ENTERTAINMENT 


REFRESHMENTS 
FREE PARKING ¢ ADMISSION $2.00 
CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE 
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Looking for that BEST PRESENT you ever gave? 


COME SEE WHAT WE HAVE! 


Something for Everyone! 
Great customer service 


Visit our Website & Facebook page 
for coupons, discounts & updates 
on special events. 
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Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road Emmure teat, Gilbertville, MA 01031 
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ESTABLISHED 1914 
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with a gift from the Onion 


: Santa, Snowmen, Calendars, Scarves, Jewelry, Tabletop Decor 
- Candles, Original Folk Art, Pottery, Art Prints, Stocking Stuffers 
' Hostess Gifts, Signs, Wide Variety of Pine Furniture in stock 


White Christmas Open House 
Ws December 8th Md 


free raffles & refreshments 
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105 North Main Street (Rt. 67N), West Brookfield, MA 01585 
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508-867-9400 www.BrowseTheBrookfields.com 
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on Decemher 8 


WEST BROOKFIELD - 
White Christmas has been wel- 
coming the holiday season for 
over 25 years now, offering ev- 
erything from a chance for chil- 
dren to decorate gingerbread 
cookies to open houses at differ- 
ent businesses and organizations 
throughout town to an elf hunt. 
There is always plenty of music, 
food and of course, fun. 

Many families make it an an- 
nual winter holiday tradition, and 
those who have never been will 
be delighted by all it has to offer. 

So on Sunday, Dec. 8, from 
about 11 a.m. on through the ear- 
ly evening. 


There will be a puppet show 


in the Great Hall of Town Hall at 
11 a.m., and throughout the day, 
children and their adults can take 
part an elf hunt to win a prize. 
Visit the places with open houses 
and look for the hidden elf at each 
location. The Senior Center will 
once again offer a chance to dec- 
orate gingerbread men from noon 
to 3 p.m. 

There will be open houses 
throughout town from noon to 
5 p.m., when shops, businesses, 
churches and the library will of- 
fer refreshments, live music, craft 
demonstrations and free raffles. 
See the centerfold in the White 
Christmas ad booklet for a map 


of locations. 
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New product! 
Home to 
Mountain Aire 
Hand Dyed 
Fabrics 


Tike that itty, bitty drive ta CY (arth Brookfield to 
Bush WVountan Sttchey 6 Framing! 


Frames and Custom Framing 
“Experience Artistry in Framing!” 


Cross Stitch & Needle Arts 
Patterns,.Supplies. & Kits 


Kringle Candles 
Soaps from Ipswich Bay Company 
Naked Bee Lotions 
Rangley Balsam & So Much More! 


Stitching Retreats & Classes Offered 


Store Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10am-5pm ¢ Sat. 9am-3pm e Closed Sun. & Mon. 


774-049-8313 ¢ www.bushminstitch.com 





Don’t forget to mosey over to the 
Town Common where free hayrides and 
hot cocoa by the Boy Scouts from 2 to 5 
p.m. await visitors, who can also see an 
ice sculpting demonstration beginning at 
noon. 

There will also be chestnuts and 
S’mores roasting on an open fire between 
1 and 4 p.m., and everyone should keep 
their eyes pealed for Father Christmas 
as he makes his way through town and 
Frosty the Snowman, from 2 to 4 p.m. 

Ye Olde Tavern will host a craft fair 


from noon to 5 p.m. And the Quaboag on 


the Common Rehabilitation and Skilled 
Care Center will host one from noon to 
5pm: 

The West Brookfield Elementary 
School will host an Elves “R” Us Gift 
Sale from noon to 2 p.m., which benefits 
the PTO. 

Learn more about the history of West 
Brookfield and the other towns that made 
up the Quaboag Plantation at the Quaboag 
Historical Society Museum near the Se- 
nior Center, where you can stock up on 
local history books to surprise that history 


buff in the family at Christmas. 


Funeral Home, Inc. 


May You Have 


Peace and Joy 
This Holiday 
Season 


Lissee Lombard 
Owner 


Licensed Funeral Director, Certified 


Pre-Planning Consultant 


3 Bridge Street, Monson, MA 01057 


Groups in town will once again be of- 
fering the foods they are known for, with 
the Fire Department cooking outside and 
providing sit-down tables inside. Sausage 
grinders, chili and hot dogs will be avail- 
able from noon to 5 p.m. A little farther on 
Sacred Heart Church will offer chili, co- 
coa and other tasty treats as will the First 
Congregational Church, across from the 
Town Common and Whitefield Methodist 
Church. 

Head over to the West Brookfield 
Rescue Squad where anyone can have 


their photo taken with Santa Claus. Do- 


“ CHRISTMAS TREES 
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nations of new, unwrapped toys to benefit 
the West Brookfield Police Association 
Toy Drive will be collected at the chestnut 
stand on the Common and at the Rescue 
Squad. 

In the early evening, right after a 
Christmas sing-along led by Maia Dobbs 
at 5:45 p.m., the large tree on the Com- 
mon will be lit to keep the holiday spirit 
bright throughout December. 

The day full of cheer is capped off 
at 6:15 p.m., when the Quaboag Choral 
Society will begin its concert in the Great 


Hall on the second floor the Town Hall. 


Tag/Choose 


6 Varieties and 100’s to choose from 
e $35 Balsam, Fraser, White & Black Spruce 
¢ $45 Blue Spruce & Concolor ~ All Varieties, Any Heig at: 


5 = =6¢ Wreaths & Fresh aa ie Arrangements 
a For your safety & enjoyment, don’t settle for anything less than fresh 


FREE Hot Chocolate & Candy Canes 


ie | OPEN NOW: Fri. , Sat. & Sun. 10-5 
a 


Snowmen, Jewelry, Tree Ornaments , 
Hand Embroidered Items, Pickles, Jams, Baby Items, 44%” 
Military Bears, Crafts & So Much More! 


Many locally made 


Tagging materials on the porch all the time! 


Glllow Book Fauna 


Family Owned & Operated for over 40 years 
47 Hollow Rd., Brimfield, MA (just off Rt. 20) 
Store 413-245-2827 ¢ Home 413-245-9325 


Office 413-267-3011 


www.hollowbrookfarmsllc.com 


2) Seasons Greeng t 


ARES 
a 


Lew “lend a Studio 
Celebrating 52 Dears Creating 


Christmas ©rnaments and Decorations @& 
to make vour Holiday Cheerv & Bright: 


pp isnt 


gy? a 
Taw Wey Few 


Cen 


Featuring Ken’s 
magnificent Florentine 
inspired Gold Trees, 
Topiaries, Cornucopias, 
Ornaments and more... 


Featured in prestigious 
catalogues and shops 
throughout the country! 


NEW 


Exciting designs from 
Poland, Germany and 
Around the World 


Original Decorations made 
here in our studio 


~ KEN ALAN ORIGINALS ~ 
413-267-3342 © HOURS: 10-6 pm Dany 


) 252 Main Street, P.O. Box 133, Monson, MA 01057 | 
www.christmasstudio.net 


Fisher Snow Plows 
Sales and Service 


Amherst Welding offers all types of welding: 


Mig (wire feed), Tig (heliarc), stick welding. 
A mobile welding service is available 
as well as welding steel, aluminum, 
stainless and cast iron. 


Welding ¢ Fabrication « Custom Truck Bodies 
MeYole(-1a tle Cmmalllemit iit 


413.253.4867 
WYATYAN r= Taalat-ya-ya"V(-llellale Morelan 
330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 








22 ffoliday Daezley 2019 


Keep safety in mind when 
decorating for the holidays 


ecorations help make the 

holiday season a magical 

time of year. Stores are 
awash in color and twinkling lights, 
and similar imagery is on display in 
private homes. 

Designing holiday displays can 
be a great way for families to spend 
time together and kick off the cele- 
bration. In fact, according to Electri- 
cal Safety Foundation International, 
around 90 percent of Americans dec- 
orate their homes for the holidays. 

When trimming the tree and 
decorating this holiday season, fam- 
ilies must keep safety in mind. A lit- 
tle planning and some precautionary 
measures can ensure displays are en- 
joyed all season long. Travelers In- 
surance offers the following holiday 
decorating safety tips. 

¢ Do not overload outlets. Plan 
displays according to the number 
and location of available outlets. 

e Never exceed the maximum 
number of light strands that can be 


attached together. 


AS SEEN ON CHRONICLE 
AND IN YANKEE MAGAZINE 


CANDIES 


www.priscillacandy.com 


e Use lights and products that 
have been tested for safety. Certifi- 
cation marks like UL, ETL and CSA 
are from nationally recognized lab- 
oratories. 

e LED lights should be used 
whenever possible. Such lights con- 
sume less energy and run cooler than 
other bulbs. 

e The ESFI says candles start 
almost 50 percent of all decoration 
fires. Minimize the risk by using 
candles only when they can be mon- 
itored. Artificial candles can be used 
in place of real candles. 

e Check for freshness in live 
trees. A fresh tree will last longer 
and is less of a fire hazard than an 
old tree. 

e Place Christmas trees at least 
three feet away from all heat sources, 
including fireplaces and heaters. 

e Use decorations that are 
non-combustible or made from 
flame-resistant materials. 

e Pay attention to the age rec- 


ommendations of decorations to see 


woking 


tu Hors! 


¢ French Roll Logs 

¢ Pecan Roll 

¢ Scotch Kisses 

¢ Fudge « Nuts 

¢« Homemade Chocolates 


Great Gift Ideas 
& Much More! 


CANDY SHOP 


4 Main Sreet, Gardner 
978-632-7148 


19 Walden Street, Concord, MA 


978-371-0585 


Our family has been making candy since 1956. | f 
GARDNER Hours: MON.-FRI. 9AM-5:30PM ¢ SAT. 9AM-5PM ¢ SUN. 11AM-4PM 


Catering 
Available 


Brickoven Pizza © AY 


LADD’S 


RESTAURANT 


Barre-Paxton Road 
Route 122, Rutland 


Gift Certificates 


410.00 
Dinners 


Available 
In Person or By Phone 





if they can be used in homes with 
young children. Some items, howev- 
er common, are choking or strangu- 
lation hazards. 

e Avoid putting small, “mouth- 
sized” decorations near the ground or 
on lower limbs of trees, where young 
children can easily reach them. 

e Exercise caution when hanging 
decorations at high heights. Make 
sure the ladder is secured and have a 
spotter who can hold the ladder and 


pass items up safely. 


e Outdoor electric lights and 
decorations should be plugged into 
circuits protected by ground fault 
circuit interrupters, or GFCIs. 

e Exercise caution when deco- 
rating near power lines that extend to 
the house. 

¢ Keep hung stockings far away 
from open flames so they do not 
catch any errant embers. 

These are just a few suggestions 
for decorating a safely for the holi- 


day season. 


Dy pO) NLOPNVETeRNTO)N PW 
~ McCARTD)Y’S PUB 


our 
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Kids Holiday Cookie 


Decoration Party 
Wed., December 11th ¢ 5:00pm - 8:00pm 


Holiday 


Every child gets a present from Santa. 


Gift Remember Kids eat free off the kids menu, every 


Certificates 
VEEL (a 


Wednesday with a purchase of an adult meal. 


Have a Hayy G Healy Fialiday (Seasen/ 


curtiebsite WIVVVEIVICCARTHYS-PUB INET 
“ON THE COMMON" BELCHERTOWN « 323-6420 


i 


CHRISTMAS TREE FARM 


New Braintree Center, Opposite The Church 
508-867-6101 ° 978-434-7935 


Choose And Cut Your Own 
Fresh Christmas Tree 


Bring Your Family To 


KIP’S 


A 


Christmas Wreaths And 
Cemetery Boxes 


Free Hot Chocolate 
And Candy Canes 


fo 508-886-4771 


Like uson WWW.laddsrestaurant.com 

FACEBOOK Restaurant And Lounge Hours: (Gaxuzhix 
Wed. & Thurs. 4:00-9:00 p.m.; Fri. 4:00- 9:30 p.m.; 
Sat. 11:30a.m.-9:30 p.m.; Sun. 11:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 


Senior 
Citizen 
Discounts 
Wed. & Sun. 


Book Your 
Holiday 
Party Now 


Free Tree For Any Community Organization 
(No Reserving Of Trees) 


Open Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 


Fri., Sat. & Sun. 8:30 am - 5:00 pm 


Friday, November 29th Through 
Monday, December 23rd 





How to make holiday 
wreaths the easy wy 


here are many different 
ways to decorate homes 
and businesses for the 


holidays. Tall evergreen trees are 
among the most visible symbols 
of the holiday season. However, 
wreaths hung on doors, windows 
or fences also are ubiquitous this 
time of year. 

Wreaths adorn homes pri- 
marily during the holidays of 
Easter and Christmas. Wreaths 
have also been worn around the 
head or neck in ceremonial events 
around the globe for centuries. It 
is believed the first wreaths date 
back to ancient Greece and Rome. 
Members of the Greco-Roman so- 


ciety were known to hand-make 


ring-shaped items using fresh tree purchased premade, but making a wreath 


leaves, small fruits, flowers, and twigs. on your own can make the holidays even 


Oftentimes these headdresses symbol- Fe fun. 


ized a person’s social status. Others sug- One of the easiest ways to make a 


gest wreaths evolved to become a Chris- wreath is to design it around a circular 


tian symbol of immortality. floral foam form. Gather supplies to make 


Regardless of how wreaths are the wreath. For traditional wreaths, sup- 


viewed, many people like to display plies will include sprigs of evergreen (real 


wreaths for the holidays. Wreaths can be OF _ Atificial), ribbon, floral wire, bows, 


and artificial berries. Working around the 
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SMIRNOFF “367 E. State St. 
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$19.99/ age 9926.99 


144-146 Main St. _ 





















TAKA’ 413-967-8332” GREY GOOSE 
6 99 eos 
PALMER 75 
8. 1240 Park St. 249.98 
a 413-283-5811 > 
MAKER’S MARK BLACK 
= BARRE VELVET 


750 ml 


$24.99, Greasr-8so1 \o13-99 
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DISCOUNT LIQUOR MART 


Prices valid thru December 31, 2019. 
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FUL REDEMPTION CENTER WARE LOCATIONS 
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JOHN DEERE 


JOHN DEERE e Tractors & Lawn Mowers 
STIHL ¢ Chainsaws & Weed Trimmers 
HONDA ¢ Mowers, Generators & Snowblowers 
ARIENS ¢ Snowblowers 
SUZUKI © Motorcycles & ATVs 
HONDA & SUZUKI * Outboard Motors 
Mini Bikes & Pit Bikes 


Rt. 202, Granby, MA 
(413) 467-3499 





WWW.ALLPOWERSALES.COM 
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The Kirby/Family/since)1987! 


413 253-5456 


Route 9, Belchertown 
call Ed any time 413-478-9790 


orchardhillsales.com 


77 FMGL SAVDIGS EVEN 


(= DK4710SE 
=. HST Cab Tractor w/ Loader 
mee MSRP: $37,829 

= Cash price: $31,121 

Fr. Payments as low as 

aoa hanes a month 





ORCHARD 


















CK2610 
Tractor w/ Loader 
MSRP: $19,644 
Cash price: $17,662 
Payments as low as 
= a month 









1) CK3510SE (ad) 
My Tractor w/ Loader 

me) MSRP: $24,611 

— Cash price: $21,519 
i = Payments as low as 

» $290 a month 


DK4510 

Shuttle Tractor w/ Loader 
MSRP: $30,157 

Cash price: $24,000 
Payments as low as 
ae a month 


Tt Rea pe 
Ree ae 
te) 














*| CK3510SE 
$i) HST Cab Tractor w/ Loader 
= MSRP: $33,038 
“= Cash price: $28,466 
= | Payments as low as $381 a 
ee month 
‘CK2510 
HST Tractor w/ 
Loader & Backhoe 
MSRP: $27,434 
Cash price: $23,683 
Payments as low as 
$328 a month 














Sure Trac 7x14 
Low Profile 
Dump trailer 









$8200 X Sure Trac 7x12 Double 
eee Axle Landscape 
— (7000 gvw) $3199 


| Cam Superline 
_. = ©AM. Advantage Low 
is a SAM, Profile Dump 
| Trailer 6x10 
(9998 gvw) _ |b 

$5800 






Cam Superline 83”x21ft 
X-tra Wide Split Tilt 
(16,100 gvw) $8699 





PJ High Sided 83x12 Low 
Profile( w/ Drop axle) 
Dump trailer 
(14,000 gvw) $9695 


PJ 25ft Deckover 4 
Gooseneck Trailer 
(15,680 gvw) $8499 








foam form,’% x 
arrange the 7 
boughs of ev- 
ergreen, using the floral 
Wire to wrap or pin into the foam 
itself. Keep the layers coming until 
you get the desired coverage. Em- 
bellish with a ribbon or place a bow. 

The blog A Piece of Rainbow 
says that creating a wreath jig is 
an easy way to make a wreath. Cut 
a dollar-store laundry basket bot- 
tom from the top ring to make a 
template, on which you can place 
wreath-making materials so they 
keep their circular form. Use floral 
wire or natural jute string to tie the 
materials together. Experiment with 


fresh evergreen, twigs, holly branch- 


aS Ses, or whatever ma- 
ae terials you choose. 

Thick card stock also 
can serve as the wreath tem- 
plate. Attach artificial flowers or 
leaves, spray snow, ornaments, or 
other items to the card stock ring 
with a firm adhesive. 

Many craft stores sell wreath 
forms made of natural vines that 
have been strung in a ring. These can 
be decorated in their entirety or left 
a little sparse to let the natural twine 
show through. 

Wreaths may seem like compli- 
cated creations. But a little imagina- 
tion and the right materials is all it 


takes to create a homemade wreath. 


BPRSREY DENTISTS 


20 George Hannum Road | Belchertown, MA 01007 
APR SoM ol =) (od tsare) Fibre -ilieimeliie f, 


mg 


lhe pap o Patent # 10,383,413 


Tanguay 


Jewelers 
19 Connors St. 
Gardner, MA 
978-632-1362 


Hours: 
Tues. to Fri. 9-5 
Thursday 9-7; Sat. 9-2 
Closed Sun. & Mon. 


Solves the 
problem of loose 
fitting rings due 

to larger knuckles 


https://underring.com 
http://tanguayjewelers.com/ 
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HOLIDAY COLORING CONTEST. 
Area children in grades pre-k through 
eight are invited to participate in LUSO 
Federal Credit Union’s holiday coloring 
contest. Submit your entries by Satur- 
day, Dec. 14 for a chance to win a prize- 
filled gift bag. For more information, visit 
LUSO Federal Credit Union’s website at 


www.lusofederal.com. 


LUDLOW/WILBRAHAM 

LETTERS TO THE TROOPS. Please 
remember to drop off your letters/ holiday 
greetings for our troops by Dec. 1. Letters 
may be dropped off during LUSO school 
banking days, or at either our Ludlow or 
Wilbraham branches. In return, LUSO 
will donate one toy to the Wonderfund for 
every 20 letters received, up to 50 toys. 
For information, visit LUSO Federal 
Credit Union’s website at www.lusofed- 


eral.com. 


NOV. 22-23 
LUDLOW 

FIRST CHURCH HOLIDAY FAIR. 
The First Church in Ludlow at 859 Cen- 
ter St., will hold its annual Holiday Fair 


on Friday, Nov. 22, from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
and Saturday, Nov. 23 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
The holiday fair will feature the Christ- 
mas Shoppe, Santa’s Workshop, Pot- 
pourri, Bookstore, Baskets & Bows, sea- 
sonal greens, Everything Sports and the 
Bake & Sweet Shoppe and a huge raffle 
featuring an LED, Smart TV. Santa will 
visit on Saturday and the Snack Bar will 
be open both days. Food drive: For every 
three non-perishable items donated (for 
the Benefit Survival Center in Indian Or- 
chard), the donor will receive one ticket 
for a chance to win one of the three hand- 


made quilted lap robes. 


NOV. 23 
BARRE 

QUABBIN HOLIDAY CRAFT 
MARKET. Quabbin Regional High 
School, 800 South St., (cafeteria). Satur- 
day, Nov. 23, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Hand- 
made crafts, direct sale vendors, basket 
raffle, bake sale, pictures with Santa, 
unique gifts and more. This even will ben- 
efit all high school students. $2 Entry fee. 
Contact: Joanne LeBlanc, 978-355-465 1 


EAST LONGMEADOW 
ST. MARK’S ART AND CRAFT 
FAIR. | Porter Road, East Longmeadow 


on Saturday, Nov. 23, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 


HADLEY 

HADLEY HOLIDAY FAIR. Hadley 
Elementary School, 21 River Dr., Hadley. 
Nov. 23 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Music, enter- 


tainment, food and over 60 vendors. 


HOLYOKE 

HOLYOKE CANAL WALKING 
TOUR. Meet at Dwight Street at the up- 
per corner of Holyoke Heritage State Park 
on Saturday, Nov. 23, from 1-3:30 p.m. 
Hosted by Holyoke Canal Tour. 


LUDLOW 

LUDLOW VENDOR AND CRAFT 
FAIR. Ludlow Community Center, Ran- 
dall Boys and Girls Club, 91 Claudias Way 


on Saturday, Nov. 23, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 


SOUTH HADLEY 

HOT JAZZ ON A COLD NIGHT. 
Mount Holyoke College, Pratt Music 
Hall. Saturday, Nov. 23, at 7:30 p.m. The 
Jazz ensembles of Mount Holyoke Col- 
lege presents their annual winter concert 
featuring tunes by Alan Bayloc, George 
Gershwin, Dave Wolpe and many more. 
Directed by Mark Gionfriddo, Director of 


Jazz Ensembles. 


Get $240 with our CashBack Checking | A free account 
that pays you up to $240 per year in cash back rewards 


including Nationwide ATM Fee refunds! Now that is festive! 














werent 
: 





only. Limit one account per tax owner. 


Member FDIC | Member DIF 


Minimum to open is $10. When monthly qualifications are met, you receive 10¢ for every "PIN-based" Monson Savings Bank debit card 
purchase transaction, 20¢ for every "signature-based" Monson Savings Bank debit card purchase transaction, and 10¢ for every bill 
paid through our online bill pay service, up to a total cash back of $10 per monthly statement cycle, posted to your account on the last 
day of the statement cycle. We will also reimburse up to a total of $10 in domestic ATM fees incurred during the statement cycle if 
qualifications are met within the monthly statement cycle. Qualifying transactions must post to and settle account during monthly 
statement cycle. Transactions may take one or more banking days from the date transaction was made to post to and settle account. 
ATM processed transactions and transfers between accounts do not count as qualifying transactions for purposes of earning rewards 
within this account. Cash Back rewards are subject to 1099 tax reporting. No monthly service charge. Available for personal accounts 


= — oof 


Earning cash rewards is easy! To earn cash back and 





nationwide ATM fee refunds each month, each statement cycle: 


° Have at least 12 Monson Savings Bank debit card purchases post and settle 


° Have at least 1 direct deposit post and settle 


° Be enrolled in and agree to receive e-statements 


If you don’t qualify, don’t worry -- your account is still free, and you can get 


right back to earning rewards the very next cycle. 


Monson Savings 


Your Bank Forever 
where people save, businesses prosper, communities benefit 


Open your account today at www.monsonsavings.bank'! 
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NOV. 25 
LUDLOW / WILBRAHAM 
WONDERFUND TOY DRIVE. 
Tis the season of giving! LUSO Feder- 
al Credit Union, in Ludlow and Wilbra- 
ham, is collecting new, unwrapped toy 
donations for the Wonderfund to benefit 
Springfield-area children and teens in the 
Department of Children and Families’ 
care. To continue in the spirit of giving, if 
you donate a new, unwrapped toy or gift 
card at one of our branches, be sure to fill 
out an entry form for each toy or gift card 
donated to be entered to win one of two 
$250 gift card trees as our thank you. Toys 
accepted beginning Nov. 25. For informa- 
tion, visit LUSO Federal Credit Union’s 


website at www.lusofederal.com. 


NOV. 29 
WARE 

WARE FLAIR AT ARTWORKS. 
ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main St., Ware will 
have extended hours Friday, Nov. 29 from 
3-8 p.m. Stop in the gallery for warm re- 
freshments and one of a kind gift ideas 
made by local artists. ArtWorks is a non- 


profit community art center. 


NOV. 29-DEC. 1 
WARE 

WARE SMALL ART SHOW Art- 
works Gallery, 69 Main St., Ware. Fri- 


days 3-7 p.m., Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Sundays 12-4 p.m. Give the gift of art this 
holiday season! Visit our local non-profit 
community art gallery for a fine display of 
“small art’ created by local artists. Visit: 
www.workshop13.org for more informa- 


tion. 


WEST SPRINGFIELD 

MELHA SHRINERS FEZTIVAL 
OF TREES. Clarion Hotel & Aqua La- 
1080 Riverdale St., 
West Springfield, Friday and Saturday, 


goon Waterpark, 


Nov. 29-30, from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 1 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $2, 
children 12 and under are free. Decorat- 
ed trees will be raffled for $5 (15 raffle 
tickets.) Pick your tree and wait for the 
special drawing on Dec. 8 to find out if 
you win — you don’t have to be present for 
the drawing. Shop the Craft Fair, enjoy 
live entertainment, have lunch or dinner, 
photos with Santa. All proceeds benefit 


Melha Shriners activities. 


NOV. 30 
BELCHERTOWN 

BELCHERTOWN WINTER LIGHT 
NIGHT. Belchertown Common on Satur- 
day, Nov. 30, from 12-7 p.m. Hosted by 
Belchertown Cultural Council. Celebrate 
the holiday season with your family and 


friends. Start your day at the Artisan Fair 


to all of our customers who continue 
s during our first year. 


fo shop with 
~ WE WILL BE OPEN 
-o==YEAR ROUND. 


== 


- Now taking 
Special Orders 


for Turkeys 
and Pies. 


ORDER IN-STORE 
OR ON OUR WEBSITE. 
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PRUIT WitH A 
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Your home — 
ae Ob-the aan 
local apples, 

_ peaches 
~~ and more. 
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401 MILL VALLEY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN 
www.phoenixfruitfarm.com 





at Old Town Hall from 12-5 p.m., activi- 
ties will kick off on the common from 3-7 
p.m. and the official town lighting will be 
at 5:30 p.m. Enjoy hot chocolate, a ginger- 
bread house contest, face painting, music, 


horse-drawn carriage rides and more. 


MONSON 

MONSON HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR. 
Memorial Hall, The Methodist Church, 
United States Post Office, and the House 
of Art, Main Street on Saturday, Nov. 30, 
from 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and Sun., Dec. 1, 
from 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Over 70 crafters 
will display and sell their wares. Food 


available. Free admission. 


DEC. 1 
EASTHAMPTON 

HOLIDAY WHOBALATION. Mill- 
side Park, 2 Ferry St., Easthampton. Sun- 
day, Dec. 1, from 5-8 p.m. Start the holiday 
season with the 7th annual Easthampton 
Holiday Whobalation. *Please bring a 
new unwrapped toy under $10 to donate 
to families in need in the Pioneer Valley 
by the Easthampton Community Center. 
Enjoy Christmas music beginning at 5 
p.m. and the tree lighting ceremony with 
caroling at 6 p.m. sharp. * Cash donations 
go directly to the Easthampton Communi- 
ty Center, checks can be made out directly 


to the Easthampton Community Center. 


HUNTINGTON 

FIFTH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
SING-A-LONG. | First 
al Church, 6 Searle Road, Huntington. 


Congregation- 


Sunday, Dec. 1, at 3 p.m. Celebrate the 
holiday season singing along to favorite 
Christmas songs performed by fan Fare 
Brass Choir. Enjoy cookies, punch and 
hot chocolate. Great fun for the whole 


family. Free event for the community. 


Warren 

WARREN TREE LIGHTING FES- 
TIVAL. Downtown Warren, Main Street, 
Route 67. Sunday, Dec. 1, from 3-6 p.m. 
at the Common. Welcome the holiday 
season with Santa, fire trucks, music, free 
wagon rides, open house at various busi- 
nesses and civic organizations Santa will 
be at Cornerstone Bank, Emmanuel Cath- 
olic Orthodox Church will host events for 


children and more. 


WEST SPRINGFIELD 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA and 
MRS. CLAUS. Clairon Hotel, 1080 Riv- 
erdale St., West Springfield. Join the Mel- 
ha Shriners for breakfast with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus on Sunday, Dec. 1, or Sunday, 


Dec. 8, at 8 a.m. or 10 a.m. Breakfast is 


$5 per person with children 3 and under 
free. RESERVATIONS REQUIRED IN 
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Parker House of Pizza 


17 Pleasant Street, Downtown Gardner 
The Building with the Blue Awning 


978-632-9383 


NOW 
HIRING 


Pizza © Gourmet Pizza ¢ Sub e Calzones 





CITIZEN. 


BETTER STARTS NOW 


woh y 


BRUCE’S WATCH 
AND JEWELR 


X74 f pi 4 


6 West Lynde St., 
Downtown Gardner 


978-632-5715 


Open Tues-Fri 9am-5:30pm 
Sat 9:30 am-2:00 pm 
Thurs Eve til 6pm 


Dinners ¢ Salads ¢ Pasta * Appetizers 


Open 7 Days 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. 





All] LUMINOX 


NO¥: WATCHES 


SWISS @ MADE 


SALE 
20%-30% 
OFF 





ADVANCE. For more information or res- 
ervations visit https://melhashriners.org/ 


breakfastwithsanta 


DEC. 3 
MONSON 

BAMS CONCERT. St. Patrick’s 
Church, 22 Green St., Monson. Tuesday, 
Dec. 3, at 7 p.m. Brimfield Area Master 
Singers, a 24-voice chorus of singers from 
nine area towns, led by Kiel Krommer, 
performs a winter concert of traditional 
and contemporary seasonal music. Free, 


though free will donations are welcome. 


DEC. 4 
NORTHAMPTON 

GAMELAN FALL CONCERT. Earle 
Recital Hall - Smith College, 51 College 
Lane, Northampton. Wednesday, Dec. 4, 
from 8-10 p.m. Maho Ishiguro, director. 
Darsono, guest artist. An evening of Cen- 
tral Javanese Gamelan music performed 
by Five College students and community 


members of the ensemble. Free and open 


to the public. 
DEC 5-7 
NORTH BROOKFIELD 
NATIVITIES AROUND ~~ THE 


WORLD. The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints 108 New Braintree 
Road, (2.2 miles north of Center of North 
Brookfield on Rt. 67) on Thursday, Dec. 


5, and Friday, Dec. 6, from 6-9 p.m. and 
Saturday, Dec. 7, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
An exhibit of nativities of many countries, 


cultures, styles, materials, and dimensions 


DEC. 6 
AMHERST 

LIGHTING OF THE MERRY MA- 
PLE. At the North Common in Amherst 
Center on Friday, Dec. 6, from 3-7 p.m. 
Enjoy cider and donuts and live music 
from UMass Marching Band and others, 


story time, crafts photos with Santa. 


GILBERTVILLE 

A HOLIDAY SONGFEST. Jennifer 
Fijal Brevik and Daniel Brevik will be at 
The Stone Church, 283 Main St., on Fri- 
day, Dec. 6, at 3 p.m. For more informa- 
tion, people may visit www.FriendsOfT- 


heStoneChurch.org. 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 

CONCERT - CHRISTMAS 
ACROSS THE GENERATIONS. Pre- 
sented by the Quaboag Choral Society 
at Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
108 New Braintree Rd., New 
Braintree on Friday, Dec. 6, at 6 p.m. 


Saints, 


There will be a dessert bar after the con- 


cert. 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
NBPTO ANNUAL HOLIDAY FAIR. 


GREAT GIF TIDEAS 


from Boyden 
& Perron! 


Dn | TORO. 


UECHD 


Leaf Blowers Starting 
a at $149.99 


UECHD 


Chain Saws 
Starting at 
$199.00 


TORO. 


Lawnmowers 


Starting at $269.00 
re 4 


OTHER GIFTS 
FROM 
BOYDEN & 
PERRON 

e Helmet ¢ Chaps 


e Deluxe Equipment Covers 
Starting at $43.00 


UECHD 


Curved Shaft 
Trimmers 
Starting at $149.99 


GENERAC 
ae, a | 


Generators 
Starting at $459.00 


° Toro Electric Trimmers $49.99 , 


e Toro Ultra Electric 
Blower/Vac $59.99 
e Gift Certificates in all 
Denominations! 


ae 


BOYDEN & PERRON, INC. 


Outdoor Power Equipment 


41 SOUTH WHITNEY STREET °e 


AMHERST 


253-7358 ¢ Monday-Friday 8-5:30, Saturday B- 12 
WAYANYA ofo\"Col-Vat-larelel-lacelamerein oe, 


North Brookfield Elementary, 10 New 
School Drive, North Brookfield. Friday, 
Dec. 6, from 6-9 p.m. Over 80 vendors 
every year! Raffles, music, crafts, gifts. 
Get your shopping done here while sup- 


porting local businesses. 


SOUTH HADLEY 

WINE DOWN. Gaylord Memori- 
al Library, 47 College St. Friday, Dec. 
6, from 5:30-7 p.m. A fundraiser for the 
Gaylord Friends, open to the public and 
There is a $7 
admission fee. All proceeds benefit the 
Friends of the Gaylord. Attendees MUST 
BE AGE 21 & OVER. 


held after library hours. 


THREE RIVERS 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE & 
WREATH FESTIVAL. Palmer Histor- 
ical and Cultural Center, 2072 Main St., 
Three Rivers. Friday, Dec. 6, from 5-9 
p.m. The annual Christmas Tree Festival 
is back. With more trees and wreaths for 
raffle, and new events for kids and musi- 
cal entertainment, this year’s festival is 
sure to delight. Here are some of the high- 
lights: Tree and Wreath Raffle: $5 for 10 
tickets or $1 for one ticket; The “Loved 
One” Tree: Purchase a ceramic ornament 
to be hung on this special tree that is dis- 
played every year. We’re collecting new, 
unwrapped toys for the Lions Club of 
Palmer Toy Drive. For each toy donated 


you receive one tree festival raffle ticket. 
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There will also be a variety of musical en- 
tertainment and activities for kids. Entry 
is free, all proceeds from tickets will ben- 
efit PHCC. 


WARE 

DATE NIGHT. Clay Works Pottery 
Studio, 71 Main St., Ware. Friday, Dec. 
6, from 7-9 p.m. Couples, singles, and 
friends are welcome to join us for an 
evening of fun with clay using a potter’s 
wheel. For more information and to regis- 


ter visit www.workshop13.org. 


DEC. 6-8 
BARRE, HUBBARDSTON 
AND OTHER TOWNS 

14th ANNUAL COUNTRY ROADS 
of North Central Massachusetts will be 
held Dec. 6, from 4-7 p.m. and Dec. 7 and 
8, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Stops include 19 
stops at locations in Barre, Hubbardston 
Petersham, Phillipston, Templeton and 


Winchendon. 


DEC. 7 
ATHOL 

ST. JOHN’S CHRISTMAS BA- 
ZAAR. 15 Park Ave., Athol. Saturday, 
Dec. 7, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Crafts, baked 
goods, cookies by the pound, raffles, 
Christmas room, wreaths, snack bar and 
thrift shop. No fee to attend. Prices are 


reasonable. 


CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS 
of Belchertown 


AN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
From Our Family To Yours 


Christopher Heights of Belchertown 1s a 


Premier Assisted Living Community, 


now offering NEW Senior Living 


plans that will help you make the right 


decision and will meet your care needs. 


To schedule a tour or to learn more 


Please call Lorna Stone at 


(413)-323-5500. 


www.christopherheights.com 





@) 99 Front Street, Belchertown, MA 01007 


OPPORTUNITY 
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BARRE 

ANNUAL COOKIE SALE AND 
GIFT TABLE. Mt. Zion Masonic Hall, 
71 Pleasant St., Barre. Saturday, Dec. 7, 
from 8 a.m.-l p.m. Biggest cookie selec- 
tion ever. Sold by the pound — you choose. 
Find a perfect little something at the 
Christmas Gift Table. You can also pick 
your perfect tree at the Mt. Zion Lodge 
Christmas tree sale! Sponsored by Cradle 
Rock Chapter OES 


BARRE 

CHRISTMAS IN BARRE. Events 
happening throughout the day on Dec. 
7, including: a craft fair from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Barre Town Hall, the Lions 
Club will sell breakfast sandwiches start- 
ing at 9:30 a.m. and hotdogs from noon-3 
p.m. on the Common. Magic Joe will en- 
tertain on the common from 1|1 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Santa and Mrs. Claus will turn on the 
lights at the Harding Allen Bandstand, lo- 
cated on the Common, at | p.m., and then 
visit with children in the Heritage House, 
30 Common St. The lights will remain on 
from Dec. 7 into early January. Horse- 
drawn wagon rides begin at 1 p.m. around 
the Common in front of the Barre Histori- 
cal Society building, 18 Common St. The 
stagecoach and historical exhibits will be 
available for viewing from 1-3 p.m. From 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mt. Zion Lodge of Ma- 


sons will also sell Christmas trees at the 


lodge located on Pleasant Street. 


BARRE 

CHRISTMAS FAIR. Sponsored by 
the Barre Congregational Church, 30 Park 
St., on Saturday, Dec. 7, from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. There will be crafters, home baked 


goods, luncheon and more. 


CHARLTON 

SANTA CLAUS PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST. Bay Path High School, 57 
Old Muggett Hill Rd., Charlton. Saturday, 
Dec. 7, from 7:30-10:30 a.m. Enjoy a full 
pancake breakfast and a free professional 
picture with Santa Claus. $5 per person, 
children under 5 are free. All proceeds 
used to provide scholarships. For infor- 
mation contact, 508-248-5971. 


CHICOPEE 

PAWZAAR — HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR. Chicopee Moose Family Cen- 
ter, 244 Fuller Rd., Chicopee. Saturday, 
Dec. 7, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. A fun day 
of shopping, raffles, music and more with 
the Valley’s finest crafters. Baked goods 
and gifts for everyone, even the pets. All 
proceeds benefit the local, homeless ani- 
mals at the T.J. O’Connor Animal Control 


& Adoption Center. 


Cormier Jewelers of Spencer 
Invites you to Ladies’ & us for our ae 


vay Your Calendars! 
Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019 
5:30-7:30 pm** 


(leave your man 
at home) 


First 50 people will receive a Cormier's Gift Certificate 
From $15.00 - $200.00 


Ladies fill out a wish list and enjoy 
FREE REFRESHMENTS. Wine served.* 


Free Hand Massages & Paraffin Dips ¢ Enter for our raffles for door prizes 


Cormier Jewelers 
& ART GALLERY 


A Family Business Since 1949 
y 136 Main Street ¢ Spencer * 508-885-3385 


*See store or website for details ¢ Must be 21 or older ** Store will be closed for set up from 5-5:30 pm 


J &J Family Restaurant 


815 Worcester Rd., (Route 122), Barre ¢ 978-355-2122 


FOR ALL HUNTERS 


We Will Be Open Monday, December 2 
5:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 


OPEN OTHER DAYS THAT WEEK REGULAR HOURS 


Available for Small Holiday Parties 
Gift Certificates ¢ Take-Out Menu 


Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 6:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.; 
Friday & Saturday 6:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.; Sunday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 


HUBBARDSTON 

THE GINGERBREAD FAIR. First 
Parish Unitarian Church, on the Common 
in Hubbardston on Dec. 7, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. There will be home baked goods, 
spices, candy, jams and jellies, wreaths, 


crafts, luncheon and more. 


LONGMEADOW 

LONGMEADOW CRAFT FAIR. St. 
Mary’s, Fr. Forhan Auditorium, 56 Hop- 
kins Place. Saturday, Dec. 7, from 9 a.m.- 


3 p.m. Over 50 local vendors! 


LUDLOW 

ST. NICHOLAS FUNDRAISER. 
Christ the King Church Social Center, 41 
Warsaw Ave., Ludlow. Saturday, Dec. 7, 
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Come enjoy a free cup 
of coffee, tea, or hot chocolate while you 
peruse a variety of “something for every- 
one.” Outstanding raffle prizes including 
a “gift card” and “scratch ticket” Christ- 
mas Wreath, a wonderfully delicious bake 
sale of goodies and homemade Christmas 
cookies and sweet treats like fudge and 
chocolate lollipops and many other sur- 
prises. Join us for a fun prelude to Christ- 


mas. 


HUBBARDSTON 

PIONEER VALLEY BRASS. A free 
concert on Saturday, Dec. 7, at 5:30 p.m. 
in the First Parish Unitarian Church, on the 


Common in Hubbardson. 


MONSON 

SARAH THE FIDDLER CHRIST- 
MAS CONCERT & DINNER. First Church 
of Monson, 5 High St., Monson on Saturday, 
Dec. 7. Dinner at 5 p.m., concert at 7 p.m. 
Sarah the Fiddler will perform her Christ- 
mas program following a dinner of appetiz- 
ers, chicken Alfredo, vegetables, salad, and 
dessert. The program is sponsored by the 
First Church Music Committee. Dinner and 
concert are $20/pp; concert only is $10. For 
tickets call Gail Pelletier 413-267-4818. 


PALMER 

FREE MOVIE FOR ALL. Second 
Congregational Church, 1080 Pleasant 
St., Palmer. “The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever,” starring Loretta Swit will be shown 
on Saturday, Dec. 7, at 6:30 p.m. This is a 
free event. Refreshments served. Come as 


you are — bring pillows and blankets to get 
cozy. Beth Zelazo, 413-283-3059. 


PALMER 
HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR. Palmer 
High School, 4105 Main St., Palmer on 
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Safety Insurance Company 


» } Insurance for Home, Auto, Business, Worker’s 
Compensation, Boats, Recreational Vehicles & More! 


HOME/AUTO DISCOUNT 


ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT FOR E-CUSTOMERS 
CALL FOR DETAILS 
Up to 10% OFF EACH AUTO 
Up to 20% OFF HOME 


For 
Qualifying 
PRES Ces > 

Only 


E-Customer Discount Up to 7% OFF Your Auto Policy 


Offices at Two Convenient Locations 


9 Exchange Street, Barre 
Tel.: (978)355-4028 
Fax: (978)355-6280 


53 Gardner Road, Hubbardston 
Tel.: (978)928-5875 
Fax: (978)928-1340 
www.broberginsurance.com 


JOANNE MADSEN-BROBERG 
PRESIDENT 
CRAIG BROBERG 
VICE-PRESIDENT 


4 
Safety Insurance 
AUTO ¢ HOME e BUSINESS 


BROBERG INSURANCE GROUP, INC. 


A-MAS 


in New braintree 
KEEP CALM & 
SHOP ON! 


Saturday 
DECEMBER 
14° 
10am-3Pm 


NEW BRAINTREE 
GRADE SCHOOL & 
TOWN HALL 


Kids activities 


at the Library 





Saturday, Dec. 7, from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Over 
50 vendors, a Chinese raffle, baked goods 
and lots of holiday cheer. For information 


email msoukup-coe @ palmerschools.org 


PALMER 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA. Palm- 
er High School, 4105 Main St., Palmer on 
Saturday, Dec. 7, from 8-10 a.m. Come 
have a pancake breakfast with Santa, 
there will be activities for the kids too. $5 
per person, children under three are free. 
For information email sbailey @palmer- 


schools.org 


SOUTH HADLEY 
HOLIDAY BAZAAR. 

Church, Ist Congregational, UCC, 1 

Church St., South Hadley. Saturday, Dec. 


7, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Huge selection of 


Center 


new and gently used Christmas items and 
décor, homemade cookies with over 40 
varieties to choose, fresh greens crafted 
wreaths, herb mixes, jams, fudge sauce, 
fruit and nut breads, meat lasagna, butter- 


squash lasagna. 


SOUTHWICK 

WINTER FOREST & CRAFT 
FAIR. Southwick Town Hall, 454 College 
Highway, Southwick. Saturday, Dec. 7, 
from 4-8 p.m. Walk through the beauti- 
fully decorated winter forest in Town Hall 
while listening to carolers and sipping 


hot chocolate. Enjoy the bonfire, festive 


music and caroling. Tree lighting at 5:30 


p.m. Santa arrives at 6:30 p.m. 


WARE 

ARTSY ELVES HOLIDAY FESTI- 
VAL. Workshop13, 13 Church St., Ware. 
Saturday, Dec. 7, from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free family fun. Holiday crafting with our 
artsy elves, decorate cookies, get a photo 
with Santa, and caroling karaoke in the 
Grand Hall. Visit www.workshop13.org 
for more information. Workshop13 is a 


local nonprofit community art center. 


WARE 

ARTWORKS AND MAIN STREET 
STROLL. ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main St., 
Ware. Saturday, Dec. 7, from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Visit our local nonprofit community 
art center during the Main Street Stroll for 


some warm refreshments. 


WEST SPRINGFIELD 

CRAFT FAIR. Hosted by Boys and 
Girls Club of West Springfield, 615 Main 
St., Saturday, Dec. 7, from 9:30 a.m.-4 


p.m. 


WILBRAHAM 

PIONEER VALLEY TUBA 
CHRISTMAS. Every Christmas season, 
tuba and euphonium players of all ages 
gather to pay respect to Harvey Phillips 
and William J. Bell and all the great artists 
and teachers who represent their heritage. 


Pioneeer Valley TubaChristmas continues 


CSscLon 


—— CAPR 


Z 
NV HADLEY, MP 


OUR QUEST 


We are a small-batch coffee roaster 
located in the beautiful Pioneer Valley, who 
believe in coffee that not only tastes good, 

but that you feel good about drinking. 


CSSELON.COM 


the celebration for its 7th year at the his- 
toric South Congregational Church, 45 
Maple St., Springfield, on Saturday, Dec. 
7, with participant registration at 11 a.m. 
and rehearsal at 11:30 a.m. A free con- 
cert with traditional Christmas carols will 
take place at 2 p.m. Brass Players may 
find more local information on how to 
pre-register at Facebook-PioneerValley- 
TubaChristmas, or e-mail-PVTubaChrist- 


mas @ gmail.com. 


DEC. 7-8 
BARRE 

BARRE PLAYERS THEATER. 64 
Common St. “Forever Plaid “ by Stuart 
Ross will be presented Saturdays, Dec. 7 
and 14, at 7:30 p.m. and Sundays, Dec. 8 
and 15, at 2 p.m. Meg Norton directs and 
choreographs and James Joinville directs 
music. 
GRANBY 

FESTIVAL OF TREES. Kellogg 
Hall, 250 State St., Granby. Presented 
once again by Granby Preservation So- 
ciety. Saturday, Dec. 7, and Sunday, Dec. 
8, from 2-8 p.m. Come in and see beauti- 
ful Kellogg Hall. Santa will be there at 4 
p.m. Beautiful trees, wreaths and holiday 
gifts Take a chance - you might win. Raf- 
fle tickets are $10 for 25. Free admission. 
E-mail cedgl4@gmail.com_ with any 


questions. 
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NORTHAMPTON 

NORTHAMPTON WINTER 
CRAFT FAIR. Northampton High 
School, Route 9. Dec. 7-8; Saturday 9:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m., Sunday 9:30a.m.-4 p.m. 
Over 90 artisans, great food, silent auc- 
tion, children’s book sale and more. Ad- 


mission: $5. 


DEC. 8 
NORTHAMPTON 

CHRISTMAS VESPERS. John M. 
Greene Hall — Smith College, 60 Elm 
St., Northampton. Sunday, Dec. 8 after- 
noon performance from 4-5:30 p.m. and 
an evening performance from 7:30-9 p.m. 
The Christmas vesper tells the story of 
advent through hymns and other anthems, 
prayers and scripture readings. The mu- 
sic portion of the program will feature the 
Smith College Glee Club, Chamber Sing- 
ers, Handbell Choir and Vespers Orches- 
tra. Traditional hymns and carols will be 
sung by the choirs, a special guest choir 
from the Smith College Campus School, 
and congregation. Free and open to the 
public. A free-will donation will be col- 
lected for the Hampshire County Inter- 
faith Cot Shelter Program. 


CC» Simplicity 
YEAR ROUND 


VERSATILITY 


Use your tractor all year round with 
the addition of snow attachments. 


Snowthrower 


*, 
> 
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Snow Cab’ 


*Snow cab fits most tractor models and actual 
product mav varv from imaae shown. 


jevonia 


Power Equipment (o) 


Power Equipment 
Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, Belchertown 
www.devonlane.com 
Monday - Friday 8-5, Saturday 8-2 
413-323-5435 
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SOUTH HADLEY 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY VESPERS. 
Abbey Memorial Chapel — Mount Holy- 
oke College, South Hadley. Sunday, Dec. 
8, afternoon show at 4 p.m. and evening 
show at 7:30 p.m. The Mount Holyoke 
College Choral Ensembles along with the 
chamber jazz, vocal Jazz, flute Choir and 
English Handbell ensembles will present 
their annual holiday inspired performanc- 
es, best known for the candlelight proces- 
sion and carol singing. The theme this year 
is “Angels in the Snow”. The concerts are 
free and open to the public. Doors open 


35 minutes before the concert. 


SPRINGFIELD 

CHRISTMAS CAROL FESTIVAL. 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 123 
William St., Springfield, will hold a 
Christmas Carol Festival on Sunday, Dec. 


8, from 2-4 p.m. Free. 


THREE RIVERS 

SANTA ON THE COMMON. 
Hryniewicz Park., Springfield St., Three Riv- 
ers. Sunday, Dec. 8, from 4-6 p.m. Hosted by 
Three Rivers Chamber of Commerce. Chil- 
dren are invited to visit Santa at the park! En- 
joy hot chocolate and donuts as well as other 


fun activities. Free event. 


WARE 
A QUICK SPIN. Clay Works Pottery 
Studio, 71 Main St., Ware. Sunday, Dec. 


7a OW 7g | [. 


WET (er) 
for Black 
Friday 
sales on 
in stock 
stoves! 


8, from 2-4 p.m. Have you always want- 
ed to try the potter’s wheel? In this two- 
hour workshop, our instructors will help 
get you centered then off you go. Ages 
16 years and older or eleven years+ with 
parent. For more information please visit 


www.workshop13.org. 


WEST BROOKFIELD 

WHITE CHRISTMAS IN WEST 
BROOKFIELD. Town Common and sur- 
rounding businesses, West Brookfield. 
Sunday, Dec. 8, from 11 am.-8 p.m. 
This is the 27th annual White Christmas. 
Stroll Main Street and beyond to enjoy a 
day filled with local tradition, family en- 


tertainment and the spirit of the holidays. 


WILLIAMSBURG 

ANNUAL MEEKINS HOLIDAY 
READING. Meekins Library, Williams- 
burg in the Hawks-Hayden Community 
Room. Sunday, Dec. 8, from 4-6 p.m. Join 
friends and neighbors for the annual read- 
ing (and noshing) of seasonal and holiday 
classics that celebrate this time of won- 
der at the Meekins Library. Selections 
include: “Just Enough is Plenty” by Bar- 
bara Diamond Goldin, “Owl Moon” by 
Jane Yolen, “Coming Home” by Michael 
Mourpurgo, “The Scallop Christmas” by 
Jane Freeberg, and “The Polar Express” 
by Chris Van Allsburg. Everyone is wel- 
come. Come read or listen as we read 


along and enjoy holiday treats and warm 


i a 


106 State Road (Rtes 5 & 10), Whately, MA 
413-397-3463 ¢ thefireplacema.com 


drinks. Rides available for Williamsburg 
and Haydenville residents. Call or email 
Daria to arrange, 413-538-6489 ddarien- 
zo@me.com. Please bring a donation for 
the Hill Town Pantry, or something warm 
to wear for those in need, or something to 
share with our animal friends in shelters, 
if you can. This event is free and everyone 


is welcome. 


DEC. 10 
PALMER 

BAMS CONCERT. Second Con- 
gregational Church, 1080 Pleasant St., 
Palmer on Tuesday, Dec. 10, at 7 p.m. 
Area Master Singers, a 24-voice chorus 
of singers from 9 area towns, led by Kiel 
Krommer, performs a winter concert of 
traditional and contemporary seasonal 
music. Free, though free will donations 


are welcome. 


DEC. 11 
SOUTH HADLEY 

MAKE A HOLIDAY GNOME. 
South Hadley Public Library, 2 Canal St. 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
All materials provided. Please pre-regis- 
ter at the Circulation desk by calling 538- 
5045 or at the library. 


DEC. 12 
LUDLOW 
ADULT CRAFT NIGHT. Hubbard 


Memorial Library, Ludlow. Thursday, 
Dec. 12, at 6:30 p.m. Adults are invited to 
pre-register for this annual holiday orna- 
ment making class. This year make mason 
jar lid ornaments. Class size is limited so 
register at the circulation desk or by call- 
ing 413-583-3408. 


DEC. 12-15 
SOUTH HADLEY 

SANTA’S LAND. Buttery Brook 
Park, 123 Willimansett St., Route 33, 
South Hadley. Thursday, Dec. 12-Sun- 
day, Dec. 15, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Enjoy 
a visit to this lighted holiday wonderland 
and see Santa and Mrs. Claus, enjoy hot 
chocolate and cookies, have a photo taken 
with Santa ($5) or take your own. Please 
enter at the park’s south entrance. Free of 


charge. 


DEC. 13 
NORTHAMPTON 

FREE SECOND FRIDAY — Smith 
College Museum, Northampton. Visit the 
Museum of Art on Dec. 13, from 4-7 p.m. 
and there is no admission charge. During 
this time you may also join Hands On! Art 
making for all ages, inspired by works on 
view. Create luminous treasure boxes. 6 


p.m.: Open Eyes. A guided conversation 


=f Superior Value at we 


Crimmins ¢ Graveline Insurance 


What Our Clients 
Say About Us: 


“Professional, expedient, caring, that is 
just the beginning of the relationship.” 


“My family has gotten nothing but 

the best service since we joined them. 
We also get solid advice on which 
options to use that best fits our family’s 
situation.” 


“T am impressed with Crimmins/ 
Graveline’s handling of our insurance 
needs with such professionalism and 
attention to detail.” 


“We needed some expertise and 
guidance and you provided that above 
and beyond.” 


“If you are looking for an insurance 
agency that will work with you as a 
teammate, look at Crimmins/Graveline. 
Their experience made the process go 
smoothly and efficiently.” 


Celebrating 
90 Years In Business 








Crimmins/Graveline 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 


Friendly, Dependable Service 
1382 Main Street, Palmer 
413-283-8378 


www.cgins.com 








‘Let Us Help” 


= 

| Independent 
Insurance 
Agent. 









































exploring a different object each month. 
Museum shop open and complimentary 


light refreshments. 


FLORENCE / NORTHAMPTON 
SANTA’S TRAIN AT LOOK PARK. 
300 North Main St., Florence. The Gar- 
den House, Dec. 13-23, from 4-8 p.m. 
The Garden House will be transformed 
into a Victorian style train station with 
themed holiday trees, model trains and 
locomotives whizzing through a wonder- 
land of miniature village landscapes, San- 
ta’s Helpers will be there also. Talk with 
authentic engineers from the Pioneer Val- 
ley Model Railroad Club and visit Santa 
and Mrs. Clause. Free to attend but do- 
nations gratefully accepted. The Holiday 
Express hayride will be taking passengers 
for a spin around the park to see the hol- 
iday light display. Hayrides depart from 
the Garden House every 20 minutes start- 


ing at 4:20 p.m. Tickets are $5 per person. 


FEEDING HILLS 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR. Community 
Grange Hall, 47 No. West St., Feeding 
Hills. Saturday, Dec. 14, from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. Handmade ornaments, wreaths, hand 
made soap, sport-themed sewn items, cro- 


cheted & knitted scarves and mittens and 


f 20S. 
= Visit our showroom 
and Test Kitchen to 
find endless design 
inspiration, take the 
Ultimate Appliance 


Test Drive 


dog treats. Huge bake sale. 


LUDLOW 

VISIT FROM THE NORTH POLE. 
Please join us for a special visit from the 
North Pole when Santa and Mrs. Claus 
visit LUSO Federal Credit Union, 599 
East Street in Ludlow, on Saturday, Dec. 
14, from 10 a.m.-noon. For more informa- 
tion, visit LUSO Federal Credit Union’s 


website at www.lusofederal.com. 


RUSSELL 

HIKE NOBLE VIEW. Noble View 
Outdoor Center, 635 South Quarter Road, 
hosted by Western Mass Hilltown Hikers. 
Saturday, Dec. 14, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Join us for a hike of the Pitcher Brook 
— Laurel Lane Circuit. An easy 2.7 mile 


loop trail with some slopes. 


NEW BRAINTREE 

CHRISTMAS IN NEW BRAIN- 
TREE. New Braintree Grade School and 
Town Hall, 20 Memorial Drive, New 
Braintree. Saturday, Dec. 14 from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Over 50 vendors featuring 
unique, handcrafted items, to help you 
finish your last minute shopping !There 
will children’s activities at the library. 
Proceeds to benefit the New Braintree 


Fire Association. 


Y | es 


287 Main Street, Gardner, MA 


(978) 632-0241 
https://www.stasukelisappliance.com 


FISHER & PAYKEL 


©) 


Invented for life 





cacor 


Professional Performance for Your Home 








PROVIDER 









STRAIGHT-BLADE PLOW: 
Standard Duty—Steel 7'6" 





Thank you to all my clients 
for helping me celebrate my 
25th Tax Season 


CHANTEL-BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING 


FULL ACCOUNTING SERVICE and TAX SERVICE 
WE HAVE THE RESOURCES TO HELP YOU! 


AUTHORIZED 


IRS 
<2z> 


Call For An Appointment 


413-967-3364 
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228 West Street | Ware, MA 01082 
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The Hlue Marble...a world of gifts! 


’ 150 MAIN ST | NORTHAMPTON | 413 253 0328 _f (3) 
THORNES MARKETPLACE 


Custom Built Trailers and Truck Equipment 
Since 1985 


MOVE AT THE 
SPEED OF THE 





Extreme conditions demand cutting edge innovation. Built tough with a heavy-duty push frame, the BOSS 
Straight-Blade Plow is engineered for nature's worst. Plus, an optimized blade curl and a reinforced 


moldboard that are built with the reliability and strength you've come to expect from BOSS. 


STANDARD FEATURES: 
¢ Heavy-Duty Push Frame 








¢Full Moldboard Trip Design | * SmartShield® 


Standard Duty-Poly 7'6" and Quadrant ° SmartHitch® 2 Two-Yearlimited 
Super-Duty—Steel 7'6",8'0", 8'6", 9'0" ¢ Standard SL3 L.E.D. with Ice ¢ SmartTouch® 2 Warranty 
Super-Duty—Poly 8'0" Shield Technology™ Headlights 
Mechanical, 
Hydraulic 
& Structural 
Repairs 





TommyGate® ¢ Duraliner® ¢ K&N® 


Also Offering: 


Timbren™ e Rugby® and many more 


Welding & Fabrication; trailer hitches & accessories. 
See our website for a full list of services. 


100 Old Amherst Road, Belchertown 
off of Rt. 9 at Amherst Town Line 
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WARE 

SMALL SHOW ARTIST RECEP- 
TION. ArtWorks Gallery, 69 Main St., 
Ware. Saturday, Dec. 14 from 5-7 p.m. 
Meet the artists of our local non-profit 
community art center and get those last 
minute gifts. Visit our gallery for a fine 
display of “small art” created by local art- 
ists. Visit www.workshop13.org for more 


information 


DEC. 15 
BARRE 

COOKIE SWAP. No. 4 School- 
house, Inc., 209 Farrington Road, Barre 
on Dec. 15. Raffle winners will be drawn. 
For more information email no4school- 


house @ gmail.com 


BARRE 

CHRISTMAS AFTERNOON TEA. 
The Barre Historical Society, 18 Common 
St., Barre. Sunday, Dec. 15, at 2 p.m. Sip 
gourmet tea and enjoy light snacks in the 
front parlor of the Barre Historical Soci- 
ety. Wear your finery for this festive occa- 


sion. All ages are welcome. 


MONSON 

MONSON HISTORICAL SOCI- 
ETY HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE. Jacob 
Thompson House, 7 Main St., Monson. 
Sunday, Dec. 15, from 1-4 p.m. Join 
members of the Monson Historical So- 
ciety as the Thompson Museum will be 
decorated for the holiday season Come 
see the recently refurbished “Hired Man’s 
Quarters.” This attic room was set aside 
for the caretaker of the property. Refresh- 
ments will be served. Free and open to the 


public. Voluntary donations accepted. 


OAKHAM 

LESSONS AND CAROLS. — The 
25th year of Lessons and Carols at the 
Oakham Congregational Church, 4 Cold- 
brook Road on Sunday, Dec. 15, at 7 p.m. 
It features selections from previous can- 


tatas. 


WARE 

HOLIDAY BIG BAND W/ THE 
WARE COMMUNITY JAZZ BAND. 
Workshop13, 13 Church St., Ware. Sun- 


day, Dec. 15, from 2-4 p.m. Free admis- 
sion. Cash bar. Visit www.workshop13. 


org for more information. 


DEC. 17 
BARRE 

CUPCAKE DECORATING FOR 
KIDS Woods Memorial Library, 19 Pleas- 
ant St., Barre. Tuesday, Dec. 17, from 6-7 
p.m. Sign up for a cupcake decorating 
class with materials provided by Cakes 
By Amanda. All Ages welcome. To regis- 
ter call the library at 978-355-2533. 
BRIMFIELD 

BAMS CONCERT. First Congre- 
gational Church, 20 Main St., Brimfield 
Tuesday, Dec. 17, at 7 p.m. Area Master 
Singers, a 24-voice chorus of singers from 
nine area towns, led by Kiel Krommer, 
performs a winter concert of traditional 
and contemporary seasonal music. Free, 


though free will donations are welcome. 


DEC. 19 
BARRE 

KIDS HOLIDAY CRAFTS — DROP 
IN. Woods Memorial Library, 19 Pleasant 
St., Barre. Thursday, Dec. 19, from 4-7 
p.m. Need a last minute gift? Come in 
for a do-it-yourself project or create your 
own Christmas card. Ages 6-12. For in- 
formation call the library, 978-355-2533. 


LUDLOW 

KIDS CHRISTMAS CLASSIC 
EVENT. A reading of the Night Before 
Christmas. Hubbard Memorial Library, 
24 Center St., Ludlow on Thursday, Dec. 
19, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Little ones are in- 
vited to wear their pajamas to hear Clem- 
ent Moore’s classic story, followed by 
some cocoa and carols, and then a visit 
from a certain, special, very merry guest! 
Registration required by calling the li- 
brary in advance, 413-583-3408 


DEC. 19-22 
SOUTH HADLEY 

SANTA’S LAND. Buttery Brook 
Park, 123 Willimansett St., Route 33, 
South Hadley. Thursday, Dec. 19-Sun- 
day, Dec. 22, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Enjoy 
a visit to this lighted holiday wonderland 


and see Santa and Mrs. Claus, enjoy hot 


We Are Open Year Round! 9-5 In North Brookfield 






Pancake Breakfast 
Last Saturday of the Month 
through April 
Includes Plain and 
Apple Pancakes 
Sausage and Beverage 
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Order Your Holiday Pies and Treats 
Apple ¢ Pumpkin ¢ Custard ¢ Mince 

Apple Caramel Walnut © Blueberry ¢ Cherry 
Chocolate Cream & Pecan Pies 

Apple Dumplings ¢ Cakes ¢ Apple Crisp « Cider Donuts 
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Apple Gift Baskets 
Made to order 
Cheese, jelly, maple, relish, etc. 
can be added. Must be picked up. 


Snack Bar!! Hot Apple Dumplings with Ice Cream 


Cheese & Cider 





908.867.6858 ° 877.622.7555 


Me oD ike’ us 


facebook 





www.browsethebrookfields.com ¢ www.brookfieldorchardsonline.com 


chocolate and cookies, have a photo taken 
with Santa ($5) or take your own. Please 
enter at the park’s south entrance. Free of 


charge. 


DEC. 20 
WARE 

OPEN MIC NIGHT. Workshop13, 
13 Church St., Ware. Friday, Dec. 20, 
from 7-10 p.m. Live from the Grand Hall, 
an evening of live music and dancing. $5 
donation. Cash bar featuring Tree House 
Beer. Visit: www.workshop13.org for 


more information. 


DEC. 21 
AMHERST 

HOLIDAY MOVIE MATINEE. 
Jones Library, Woodbury Room, 43 Am- 
ity St., Amherst. Saturday, Dec. 21, from 
2-5 p.m. 413-259-3223. 


BARRE 

NO. 4 SCHOOLHOUSE CHRIST- 
MAS PARTY. At the schoolhouse, 209 Far- 
rington Rd., on Saturday, Dec. 21, at 6:30 
p.m. For more information, people may 
email no4schoolhouse @ gmail.com. 
BARRE 

SELECTIONS FROM VERDI HOL- 
IDAY CONCERT. Performed by Circle of 
Song in collaboration with the Quabbin 
Regional High School Music Department 
and local musicians at the at the Barre 


Town Hall on Saturday, Dec. 21, at 7 p.m. 


EASTHAMPTON 

WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRA- 
TION. Mass Audubon Arcadia Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Easthampton. Saturday, Dec. 
21, at 5:30 p.m. Celebrate the shortest day 
of the year at Arcadia. Candle-lit trails, 
music, fire, kids’ crafts. Free and open to 


the public. 


SPRINGFIELD 

THE REAL HISTORY OF CHRIST- 
MAS IN NEW ENGLAND. Springfield 
Armory National Historic Site, 1 Armory 
Sq., Springfield. Saturday, Dec. 21, from 
2-3 p .m. The reality of Christmas in ear- 
ly New England may be disappointing to 
some and unbelievable to many. Join pre- 
senter Dennis Picard as he discusses the 
historical actuality of Christmas, one that 
blends the heritage and spirit of many cul- 
tures and lands. Seating is limited, please 


call the museum to reserve a spot. 


WILBRAHAM 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT. St. Ce- 
cilia Parish, 42 Main St., Wilbraham will 
hold their annual Christmas Pageant on 
Saturday, Dec. 21, at 4 p.m. This program 


is incorporated into the church Mass. 


DEC. 24 
SOUTH HADLEY 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE. Cen- 
ter Church, Ist Congregational, UCC, | 
Church St., South Hadley. Tuesday, Dec. 
24, at 5 p.m. All are invited to our Christ- 


mas Eve candlelight worship service. 


DEC. 27 
BARRE 

MAKE YOUR OWN _ VISION 
BOARD. Woods Memorial Library, 19 
Pleasant St., Barre. Thursday, Dec. 27, 
from 6-7 p.m. Get your New Year resolu- 
tions ready and come in to design a 2020 
vision board using craft paper, magazines, 
coloring tools and your creativity. Mate- 
rials provided. All ages welcome. For in- 
formation call the library, 978-355-2533. 


SOUTH HADLEY 

FOSSIL HUNT FOR KIDS. South 
Hadley Public Library, 2 Canal St. Fri- 
day, Dec. 27, from 10-11 a.m. There’s 
gonna be a Whole Lotta’ Shakin’ Goin’ 
on during the Mississippi Fossil Hunt at 
the South Hadley Public Library. Kids 
ages 7-10 are invited to pre-register for 
this exciting fossil program led by Doug 
Fleury, aka the Bug Man. He will have 
the kids dig their way through pails to see 
what fossils they discover. They will get 
to keep what they find. Space is limited so 
sign up early at the Circulation Desk. Meg 
Clancy, 413-538-5045. 


WARE 

NEEDLE FELTED SNOWY OWL 
WORKSHOP. Workshop13, Ware. Fri- 
day, Dec. 27, from 1-3 p.m. Needle felting 
is so much fun. In tis workshop, partici- 
pants will needle felt a snowy owl. Ages 
8 years and older, parents welcome to join 
too. Visit www.workshop13.org for more 


information. 


DEC. 31 
HOLYOKE 

FIRST NIGHT JR. Holyoke Mer- 
ry-Go-Round, 221 Appleton St., Holy- 
oke on Tuesday, Dec. 31, from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Characters, face painting, balloon 
sculpting, music and more. $8/wrist- 
bands includes unlimited rides on Mer- 
ry-Go-Round and unlimited time at the 
Children’s Museum. Call the Holyoke 
Merry-Go-Round at 413-538-9838 or the 
Children’s Museum in Holyoke 413-536- 
7048 for details. 


NORTHAMPTON 

FIRST NIGHT NORTHAMPTON. 
Downtown Northampton celebrates Frist 
Night on Tuesday, Dec. 31, from noon to 
midnight. Arts, entertainment, ball drop, 
and more. Admission button required. For 
pre-sale buttons and more information 


visit online at firstnightnorthampton.org. 


12 
— = 

av rk ted.” 

a 

ey 


Freshly cut Christmas.trees. 
rare farmed specifically fon the 
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holiday season and support loéal 
“economies. They also tend'to last 
_a bit longer than pre-cut trees 


| Available elsewhere. 


hristmas trees are an iconic 





symbol of the holiday season. 

Whether they are personal trees 
nestled in the corner of a living room for 
families to enjoy or towering evergreens 
serving as the focal point of a town 
square, Christmas trees are a wonder to 
behold. 

Many people have fond memories 
of time spent around the Christmas tree 
sharing gifts and family traditions. Live 
trees and their pine-like aroma can be 
especially nostalgic trees to include in 
holiday plans. The National Christmas 
Tree Association says that approximate- 
ly 25 to 30 million real Christmas trees 
are sold in the United States every year. 


North American trees hail from all 50 


While freshly cut trees can be par- 
ticularly beautiful and aromatic addi- 
tions to the season, they require a bit 
more work than artificial trees in order 
to remain beautiful and thrive through- 
out the holiday season. Maintenance can 
help keep Christmas trees as perfect as 
possible. 

e Even though it is tempting to buy 
a real tree as early as possible, their 
shelf life is limited even with the best 
care. Dural Christmas Tree Farm advis- 
es that, under the best conditions, a real 
tree should last up to four weeks before 
drying out. 

e Consider the needles when look- 
ing for a real tree. Pull your hand toward 


your body along the branches. If many 


e Think about the room in which 
the tree will be located. Leave at least 6 
inches between the tip of the tree and the 
ceiling, accounting for the height of the 
tree stand as well. 

e If needle retention is a goal, the 
Scotch pine variety has the best needle 
retention and a high survival rate, lend- 
ing to its popularity, offers Precision 
Tree and Landscape. Douglas fir and 
balsam fir are other durable trees. 

e If possible, buy a freshly cut tree 
from a reputable nursery or tree farm, 
The Old Farmer’s Almanac. 


Many pre-cut trees sold elsewhere were 


advises 


likely cut weeks before and may not be 
fresh. 
¢ Cut the bottom of the tree trunk 





uptake of fresh water daily. Trees can 
absorb as much as a gallon of water in 
a day, so make sure the tree gets fresh 
water every day. 

e Keep trees away from as many 
heat sources as possible and away from 
direct sunlight to prolong longevity. 

e According to Karabin Farms in 
Connecticut, to make a Christmas tree 
last longer, boil a gallon of water and 
then dissolve one cup of sugar in the wa- 
ter. Allow to cool. After freshly cutting 
the trunk, pour in the warm sugar water. 
Continue to add fresh, cool, plain water 
to the tree stand afterward. 

Once needles begin to fall off with 
frequency, the tree is reaching its prime. 


Remove it so it does not become a fire 


states and areas of Canada. needles fall off, the tree is past its peak. before bringing it home to facilitate the hazard. 
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Artisans Gifts Food Community 


Small 








ws 


Hours: Mon-Fri 6 am - 3 pm; 
Sat & Sun 7 am - 3 pm 


860-851-8900 


4 Gift Certificates Available! 
www-:staffordcoffeeco.com 


The Mallara’s Nest 


Antiques, Collectibles, Tools, 
Restored & Recreated Antique Furniture. 


An 


GALLERY, GOODS and GIFTS 


Artisans aun 


Upcycled, Functional and Fine Art 


72 MAIN ST. STAFFORD SPRINGS, CT 


860.255.8016 - Find us on Facebook 
OPEN WED.-SUN. 11-4 


HOURS: 
Choy FR & SAT. 17 Crystal Lake Ra (Rt 30), Stafford Springs, CT RAMUS gallery/gift sh 
Saturday SUN, TIAN-SPM WWW.mallardsnest.com creative artisans - sh 
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WARE — Don’t miss this annual Ware 
Christmas Stroll on Saturday, Dec. 7, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., which combines 
plenty of holiday spirit and the chance to 
do some Christmas shopping along Main 
Street. 

Visitors can take in the Ware Tree 
& Wreath Festival in the Great Hall on 
Town Hall, at Main and West streets, and 


CGfFfanna 





then continue along Main Street to do 
additional shopping in the shops and Art- 
Works art gallery. 

The Ware Tree & Wreath Festival 
will be held on both Dec. 7 and Dec. 8, 
which offers donated wreaths and trees 
decorated by individuals, community 
groups and businesses. The wreaths and 


trees are raffled off and the money goes 


Ge vines _ 


91 Main Street e Ware, MA 01082 
www.hannadevines.com 


Book Your 
Holiday Event Now! 


We handle all the details. 


Reserve your date today 


413-277-0707 


BLACK 
NOVEMBER 


STARTS 11/6 THRU 12/5 






FOR MOST MAJOR APPLIANCE BRANDS 









WARE 
(NEW LOCATION) 
3 MECHANIC ST 


LUDLOW 
BIG Y PLAZA, 
433 CENTER ST 


WWW.CLUETTS.NET 


NOW OPEN!!! 


CLUETT’S FURNITURE 
23 EAST MAIN ST, WARE 


(OLD APPLIANCE LOCATION) 












toward the Ware Center Meeting House 
and Museum. 

The Meeting House, on Route 9, was 
built in what was originally the center of 
Ware. It now houses a wide array of items 
related to Ware’s history, and occasional- 
ly services are held in the upper level. It 
was damaged in a fire decades ago, and 


the Proprietors continue to raise money to 


1 Rockport, Carolina, 


‘Van Heusen, South Pole 


' & MUCH MORE! 


Carhartt, Levis, Haggar, 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY — EXPIRES 12/25/19 , 


2’ Wort, ‘Kiting 


restore it. 

On Saturday, Dec. 7, Ware’s Main 
Street shops will be open, offering crafts, 
deals and a cup or two of hot cocoa and 
cookies to warm everyone on that day. 

The town will already be full deco- 
rated for Christmas, with the large tree 
at Veteran’s Park already lit and plen- 
ty of other large, lighted decorations up 


100 


WITH PURCHASE OF $75 OR MORE 1 


NAT FALK 
64 Main St., Ware ¢ 967-6721 


JIM’S FORMALWEAR SUPPLIER B 


BOY SCOUT SUPPLIER 








11 TO 3PM 
DOWNTOWN 
WARE 
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y Saturday, Dec. 7 
= Craft, Fair 


WARE HIGH SCHOOL « 9AM TO 2:30 PM 


11 AM TO 2PM 


Cultural Arts & Learning PB 


13 Church St., Ware 


Tree & Wees ath Ee tival 


on WARE TOWN HALL 

Sw. SATURDAY & SUNDAY, DEC 7 AND 8TH 
— 11AMTO3PMBOTH DAYS 

FACEPAINTING ¢ CRAFTS ¢ RAFFLES ¢ MUSIC ¢ SHOPPING 


All FREE Admission ¢ Free Parkin 


Somewhere Wort. Kaling _f 





IG & TALLS 
FREE PANT SHORTENING 
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and down Main Street, which all go up 
the week before Thanksgiving in antic- 
ipation of Ware Flair. The Flair occurs 
on the Friday evening after Thanksgiv- 
ing, with a parade, Santa arriving on 
a fire truck, the tree lighting and vis- 
its with Santa afterward in Town Hall. 
The Main Street Stroll encompasses Nat 
Falk’s mens clothing, Wilton Children 
Clothing Outlet, Lost and Found Mercan- 
tile and Talk of the Town, with a sparkling 
stop at Dioguardi Jewelers and Otto Flo- 
rist & Gifts. 

There will be activities at Workshop 
13, ArtWorks and ClayWorks and plen- 
ty of time to view the beautiful wreaths 


and trees at Town Hall. Visitors are en- 
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INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE CORPORATION 


couraged to take a break in local restau- 
Tree 
and Wreath Stroll at the Great Town 


Hall, taking a break at our local restau- 


rants such as Hannah Devine’s 


rants such as Hanna Devines, your day 
will be full of fun and experiences! 
But visit Ware on any day to enjoy the 
unique shopping that only Ware It Is can 
offer. Ware It Is is a group of businesses 
within the Ware Business & Civic Asso- 
ciation, which work to promote activities 
downtown. 

Visit Ware It Is on Facebook for more 
details about the group to find out about 


sales and specials along Main Street. 








™ Danielle Souza 


18 Mortgage Consultant Licensed in CT & MA 


| NMLS# 180915 
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Respect, Listen 
and Stay Balanced 








EXIT Real Estate Executives 





hs ‘ 175 Dwight Road, Suite 100, Longmeadow, MA 01106 
% 4 Cell: 413-949-0422 / eFax: 866-466-0154 
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10 Family Focused \) 


NEW LOCATION: 


1 Main Street, Suite 200 
® Belchertown, MA 01007 





Ron and Rhiannon Gresty 
Owners/Realtors/Team Leaders 
www.teamgresty.com ¢ “The Right Move!” 
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Pick Your Surprise Discount 
Everyday for 


AN EXTRA | 








EVERYTHING! 
Nov. 29th thru Dec. 8th 


Starts Black Friday! 
ENTER OUR DRAWING FOR 
- $25.00 Gift Certificates 


Drawing Dec. 9th - Return postcard to remain on list. 


WILTON’S CHILDRENS STORE 


E. Main Street | Ware, MA 
Charge 
413-967-5811 & Debit 
www.wiltonkids.com Accepted 


Hours: 
5 re AY En 
12-5 Sun 


Cultural Arts & Learning Center 


Ceramic Studio 


ArtWorks 
Gallery & Gifts 


ClayWorks 


Pottery Classes 
Memberships 


Workshop13 


Fine Arts Classes 
Photography 
Instrumental Music 
Craft Workshops 
Open Mic Nights 
Concerts 


Me 
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Fé Center 
Ing 
Arts & Lear 

Cultural 


Gift Certificate 


1082 
{3 Church Street ° Ware, MA 0 
A320. 6072 


workshop! 3.0°g 


Compliments (ae 
in the amount of: ——* 


No. 


Authorized Signature: 


~ 13 Church Street, Ware, MA 


workshop13.org * 413.277.6072 
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hristmas in Barre will be held 
Saturday, Dec. 7 with events 
happening throughout the day. 
A Christmas craft fair will take 
place at the Barre Town Hall, Exchange 
Street, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Barre 
Congregational Church, also located 
in the center of Barre will hold its an- 
nual Christmas Fair the same day from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cradle Rock Order of 


Eastern Star will held a cookie sale and 





gift table from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Mt. Zion Lodge of Masons on Pleasant 
Street. 

The Barre Lions Club will be selling 
breakfast sandwiches on the Common 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. and will sell hot 
dogs from noon-3 p.m. 

The Woods Memorial Library, 19 
Pleasant St., will offer a Christmas or- 
nament craft from 10 a.m. to noon. Athol 


Savings Bank sponsors the craft and re- 


4 
in Barre December 7 
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OM Summer Street, Barre 
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elissa 
Wr: & Doug 
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Christmas Wrap, - Acie We Have 
Bows & Bags SMC a 


- Hallmark yaaa 





Large selection of 
Russell Stover 


> & Whitmans Chocolates : 
Novelties & Sugar Free Candy 





Stocking Stuffers ¢ New Gift Items ¢ Assorted Jewelry 


Hrs: Monday-Friday 8:30am-8:00pm; Saturday 9:00am-6:00pm; Sunday 9:00am-1:00pm 
Ei Like Us on Facebooke Facebook.com/barrerx 


06 Rutland Pharmacy 


18 Maple Avenue @ Rutland @ 508-886-6261 


Holidays are coming! 


Browse our full line of gifts -- 
Rutland Themed Candles & Sweatshirts 
Jewelry including Sterling Silver 
Home Decor, Christmas Gifts 
Melissa & Doug toys & Baby Gifts 
Russell Stover Candies, 

Village Candles & so much more! 





Pharmacy: Mon-Fri: 8:30-8, Sat: 8:30-6, Sun: 8:30-2 
Store: Mon — Sat: 8:30-8, Sun: 8:30-6 





Wishing you a happy and healthy holiday season! 
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S) Barre Pizza (Zz 
10 Moulton Street (on the Common), Barre \c@> 


4 978-355-4595 oN. 


NO Hoy Hlelideys ~ Ze 


to all Our Loyal Customers 
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ise Now Serving Gluten Free Pizza 7 

. SEAFOODS - 

“& ON FRIDAY 
<a a> 

WE DELIVER 
DF ($10 minimum) Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-10pm a> 
ay Everyday 4 p.m.-9 p.m. Sunday Noon-9pm i. 
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JX” HANDCRAFTED & ARTISAN GIFTS 


Jewelry, Pottery, Home Décor, Skincare & More 


] \ 
7 | 
vA 4 
al 


TILL CHRISTMAS 


531 Summer Street (Route 122), Barre 
978-257-8064 


www.dandelionsonline.com 
Facebook: Dandelions LLC 








freshments. 

MOC Community Partnership will 
host Gingerbread Madness from 10 a.m. 
to noon for children at their building, 21 
Allen Drive. Children will make ginger- 
bread cookies and ornaments. Each fam- 
ily receives a gingerbread book. 

From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Magic Joe 


will be wandering around the Common 


SORTHEAS 
PROEN 


570 Summer St., Barre, MA 


978-395-4333 


1205 Main St., Leicester, MA 


908-892-9276 


WITHTHISAD I 





THE 


~-COUNTRY 


Open 7 Days a Week: 


*5,00 OFF 


With a $20.00 Purchase or Greater 


EXPIRES JANUARY 31, 2020 
COUPON . ot = — — = 


to entertain children and adults alike with 
his card tricks. 

The Santa parade will take place 
around 12:15 p.m. The parade forms at 
Ruggles Lane Elementary School park- 
ing lot and travels to Barre Common. 
Santa and Mrs. Claus will turn on the 
lights at the Harding Allen Bandstand, 


located on the Common, at 1 p.m. The 


We Deliver 





uu am - 10 Aa 


208 West Main St., West Brookfield, MA | 


908-867-9567 


267 Webster St., Worcester, MA 


908-798-3111 





—— 


/ ~ GREEN on 
™M UNTAIN )}}| 
\. COFFEE A 


GOURMET 


Holiday Gift Baskets 


Pre-Made or Custom Made 
Christmas Arrangements Fresh & Artificial 


by “Better” Flowers 


Evevylhing for your Moliches Baking Veeds 


OPEN EVERY DAY TILL CHRISTMAS 
Corner Route 122 and Valley Road, Barre 


978-355-6999 





Md Check Us Out On Facebook 


lights will remain on from Dec. 7 into 
early January. 

Santa and Mrs Claus will then go 
to the Heritage House, formerly the Tat- 
man House, 20 Common St., where chil- 
dren may visit with them. 

Horse drawn wagon rides around 
the common will start at 1 p.m. outside 
the Barre Historical Society building, 18 
Common St. The stagecoach and histori- 
cal exhibits will be available for viewing 
from 1-3 p.m. 

From 1-3 p.m. people may warm 
up with free hot chocolate and cook- 


ies sponsored by Fidelity Bank, on the 
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Common. 

Barre Players Theater, 64 Common 
St. will hold its annual Christmas pro- 
duction “Forever Plaid: Plaid Tidings” 
by Stuart Ross. Dates include Dec. 7, 13 
and 14 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday matinees 
Dec. 8 and 15 at 2 p.m. For reservations, 
people may visit barreplayerstheater. 
com or call 978-355-2096. 

The Barre Lions Club will be sell- 
ing Christmas trees on the Common 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mt. Zion Lodge of 
Masons will also sell Christmas trees at 


the lodge located on Pleasant Street. 


12 Exchange St e Barre, MA 


ESOL iene evarcnle com 


cell: 978.257.4136 shop: 978.257.8451 


& Coun'ily 


*samples, raffles, door prize, 
special holiday treats, 10% discount 
if you place your holiday order, 


Cotsen entertainment & more!! 


Friday December 6th 4pm-8pm 
Saturday December 7th 9am-5pm 
Sunday December 8th 9am-5pm 


Saturday & Sunday 
December 21 & 22nd 9am-3pm 


Monday December 23rd 10am-6pm 
Tuesday December 24th 9am-3pm 


6, @ 


e@ 
@ 


2 Large Cheese | 2 Small Pizzas 


Pizzas 14,00 | soos tsc: 13.00 


Toppings Each 
2 Large 1 Topping Pizzas | ®8uy two large pizzas 
& Free 2 Liter Soda with 2 toppings or 


more and get one small 
$17.00 


e®@o aes 


cheese pizza - FREE 
Buy 4 large pizzas 


with 1 topping or more 
and receive a large 
cheese pizza - FREE 


Small Grinder, 
fries, can of soda 


S Choices: Cooked Salami, 
Ham, Meatball, Chicken 
C1 Salad, Pepperoni, Capicola 


No substitutions, not to be combined with any other offer. Only Take Out. 


Specialty Italian Dinner 


Tortellini Rose: \talian sau- 
sage sauté with shallots, 
garlic, fresh mushrooms and 


spinach flamed off in marsala 
wine in our own tomato sauce 
with a touch of cream tossed with cheese tortellini and 
topped with roma tomatoes and pecorino roman cheese. 


Fresh Broiled Seafood 


Dinner $4 9S 


Haddock Provencal: 
Haddock broiled with roma 

tomatoes, artichoke hearts and capers in a chardonnay 
wine, lemon butter sauce topped with Ritz crackers. 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


Sunday - Thursday 10:00am -9:00pm; Friday & Saturday 10:00am-10:00pm 


11 Exchange Street, Barre 
978-355-3536 
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Seasonal Changes 


ust like humans our pets are 
affected by the changes to the 
weather from fall into winter. 
Changes in eating patterns. You 
will notice your pets eating more 1n the 
colder winter months. A high-quality 
diet of premium cat food and dog food 
will go a long way in minimizing these 


seasonal changes. A probiotic supple- 


ment can be added to improve mood, 
behavior, and overall well-being. 
Changes in coat and skin. Their 
coats will thicken up for more warmth 
and since our pets are now primari- 
ly indoor animals, their skin can get 
dried out. One solution is to add olive 
oil to their premium food. A consult 


with a veterinarian also can help to re- 
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On Pets 








_ 
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Professional Dog Grooming 
b done: in the comfort of your pet's home 






~ No caging, loud noises or distractions ~ 


FULL CLEAN UP DONE 
before leaving your pets home 


lieve itchy and flaky skin. 


luctance to go on their normal dai- 
Older pets can suffer from ar- ly walk or run, or even grumpiness. 


thritis and joint issues in the extreme Talk to your vet if your pet is show- 





cold just like humans do. Watch for __ ing signs of discomfort. 


signs of stiffness, depression, a re- 


Ee Call Alexa Today 
eo —s«A13-544-4226 





a 
141 Porter Road 


East Longmeadow, MA 


413.525.3532 


joXoh a Key a ger-Konel =i cor ha-moreyaa 
yy from 


The Canine 
Cuttery 


A full service 
grooming salon for dogs 


ef 
“We strive to give your pet 
®a clean.& safe environment 
and an enjoyable stay” 


Keri Smith 
Certified 
Professional Groomer 


\VKeyateF-\VZl alet-\Vatsy-lantee) oie 
Saturday 8am-4pm + $5.00 OFF a 
Sunday 9am-5pm » full grooming 
e f service with 
this coupon 
"4 ‘Offer expires 12/31/19 


1407 Main Street 
Palmer, MA 


(413) 283-6936 


EAST SPRINGFIELD 
Veterinary Hospital 


—_ caeenntica 


WILBRAHAM 
Animal Hospital 


Getting a new pet for Christmas? Give them 
a healthy life. We are accepting new clients. 
We are family owned and operated. 


Two locations means more flexibility and 
convenience for you and your furry friends. 


Andrew R. Hersman, DVM 
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 
William D. Anderson, DVM 
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM 
Denise Chiminiello, DVM 
Leah Guidry, DVM 


ror-Your, 
- Holiday’ 
: Helpers 


‘Any Grooming or 


10% 0 OF F F Boarding Services 


Cannot be combined with any other offers. Expires 12/31/19. 


> 








Wilbraham Animal Hospital 
2424 Boston Road 

Wilbraham, MA 

413.596.8395 
WHlelelielliieliesy vical 


E. Spfld. Veterinary Hospital 
525 Pag Blvd., Springfield, MA 
413.739.6389 

(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291) 
esvhospital.com 
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How to create a durable 
( 





ingerbread cookies and can be fun to make, there’s no denying and not runny. dren may not have the patience or 

houses are one of the many it can be exacting work — especial- e Mind the dough. Do not roll steadiness to handle complete ginger- 

symbols of the holiday sea- ly for those who strive for perfection. out the gingerbread dough too thin bread construction. They can decorate 
son, alongside Christmas trees and Prepackaged kits attempt to take some or it may become brittle after being the separate pieces of the house while 
twinkling lights. In fact, few confec- of the guesswork out of the equa- cooked. Always cut out shapes be- the components are laying flat, which 
tions symbolize the holidays more so tion, but those who are crafting from fore the gingerbread is baked. Let is easier for kids. Adults can do the 
than gingerbread. scratch can employ these tips as they the baked pieces sit overnight to cool main assembly later on. 

Many a child (or a child at heart) build their gingerbread houses. completely before using them to build. ¢ Utilize a template. Free-handing 
has spent hours carefully trying to ¢ Go for form and not flavor. Few e Patience is key. Allow the icing may not be easy. Cut out templates us- 
create decorative gingerbread houses. gingerbread houses ever get eaten, to dry for at least a couple of hours ing cardboard or posterboard for vari- 
Although gingerbread recipes span so focus on finding a dough that will after adhering each piece and before ous gingerbread pieces. 
various cultures, gingerbread houses bake up rock hard as opposed to one moving and handling the house, says One of the most important tips is 
originated in 16th century Germa- that tastes good. Beddall. Work in stages so that indi- to have fun. Don’t take gingerbread 
ny. The fairy tale “Hansel and Gre- ¢ Get the right icing texture. Pas- vidual items can be decorated and house making too seriously as a nov- 


tel” helped solidify the popularity of try artist Catherine Beddall says royal allowed to dry. Then the walls can ice. Rather, enjoy the experience and 


gingerbread, which became part of icing is the preferred “glue” to adhere be put together, followed by the roof the centuries-old tradition. 
Christmas traditions. gingerbread pieces. Beddall says ic- pieces. 
Even though gingerbread houses ing should be thick like peanut butter e Kids likely will need help. Chil- 


Ty Sad Creative Floors... Where Experience is Everything ROA 


Plank 


e 
oe Brewster American Olean Eliminate Hardwood 


Christmas Tree 
Safety Tips 





e Patton Dal-Tile ; aaa Adura Bruce 
. j ream VWeaver A t Cent 
1. Apply Fire Retardant To Tree | ata Marazz Lexmark Congoleum Mullican ° 
2. Keep Away From Direct Heat Or Fireplace @e®. Warner aw wy OMNES!» =e 
3. us ea From Lighted Candles . + . el ie sale Pilaetphia Konecto y 4 
4. Check Out All Electric Tree Lights For Shorts Or eaniene oe ca 
Frayed Wires re : Mohawk “e. 
5. Keep Fire Extinguisher Available 
©. Keep Well Watered So It Doesn’t Dry Out by CREATIVE FLOORS, INC. ff. 
7 i Firmly Attach To Tree Holder To Avoid 7ge CERAMIC ¢ CARPET e VINYL ¢ MARBLE e GRANITE « HARDWOOD e LAMINATE ¢ WALLPAPER oe: 


Tipping Or Falling 
8. If Leaving Home For An Extended Time, 
Shut Off Tree Lights 


en 


Fire Fighting 
Equipment Co. 
2146 Main St., Three Rivers 


283-8474 


ati wwws:firefightingequip.com 


EXCLUDES LABOR & PRIOR SALES. CANNOT BE : 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. ‘Service Above & Beyond” @® 
e 
e 


SEAS 


1 0% 0) FF Any Purchase Design Specialists # 
Wate Taek Carpet Binding Available 


EXPIRES DEC. 14, 2019. 





SERVICE ¢ SALES ¢ INSTALLATION / RESIDENTIAL ¢ COMMERCIAL ff: 


508.829.7444 Financing ¥ 


Available - 
www.creativefloorsinc.com “2222 -. 


s : 
an 1653 North Main Street * Holden ese 

=. _ Tues. 9-6 » Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 9-5 * Sat. 9-1 ye 
— Closed Sun. & Mon. I 


Sh etAae EAS aor Rates SHS 
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dtappy Holidays from Your 
peighbonrs. al The Arbors. 


A r b O r S @ The Arbors at Amherst 

THE 130 University Drive 

Assisted Living Residential Communities Amherst, MA 01002 
At Amherst (413) 548-6800 





@ 
Independent And Assisted Living Residential Communities 
C For more information, visit arborsassistedliving.com 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


